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TIS not enough to wait until the mind is prompted 

by an advertisement which you happen. to see. 

it is far better to acquire the habit of examining the 

advertisements in a papér in which you have suf- 

ficient..confidence. to. permit it to come into. your 

home. “Mahy valuable suggestions come to readers 
of this. paper through its advertising columns. 














The Discipline of Delay 


* By Alexander Louis Fraser 


on: hour is-not yet come” — thus often He 
Met haste’s insistent challenge with that word. 

Thus often He, whose inmost soul was stirred 

At what He saw : slaves thinking they were free, 
Devotion wedded to formality, 

Lives in a spacious ocean islanded ; 
While thirty summers blossomed and were dead, 

And He toiled on in deep-obscurity. 


; rene ere ve Tite dim shop He went, 
the humble villagers recall 
The little happenings of their narrow round, 
While His hand plied toil’s rude-made implement ; 
What wonder that in Pilate’s judgment hall 
=e =r was met yA silence so profound ? 








Peaee conferences will never bring peace. They 
can bring.temporary peace,—-but that is not what 
mankind needs, Before 1914 many. hopeful, well- 
meaning people throughout the world were saying 
there would never be ‘another great war. Then the 
peseiest war in all history broke; and while it was 

aig fought, many said it would end war. Then 
caine the armistice of 1918. On the fourth of Janu- 
ary in this “Year of our Lord” 1923, a cable dispatch 
from. Paris.to the Public Ledger of Philadelphia re- 
ported;— as was flashed around the world to other 
newspapers everywhere, — “The Inter-allied Repara- 
tions Conference came,to an end abruptly to-night,” 
and in utter failure, Fremier Bonar Law -of Great 


+ 6 » not know peace” 


3 a ship be 
he Parable of the Pounds ..Lake,19 21-48 eqign 


Britain and Premier Poincare of France agreeing 
that agreement was impossible. The cable Gepatch 
continued: “Thus ended the twenty-ninth conference 
to establish ‘peace’ since peace was signed four years 
ago.” God’s own comment on this, long ago, was 
very plain: “The way of peace they know not; and 
there is no justice in their goings: they have made 
them crooked paths ; whosoever goeth therein doth 

(Isa. 59:8). “They have healed 
also the hurt of my people slightly, enyins, Peace, 
peace; when there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14). Again, 
“Behold, the prophets say unto hore ‘Ye shall not 
see the sword, neither shall ye 
will pre you, assured peace in this place. Then Je- 
hovah said unto me, the prophets prophesy lies in 
my .namé; , ‘By sword and famine shall those 
prophets be consumed” (Jer. 14: 13-15). There is a 
time of peace coming to the world; but that will be, 
as God’ 
Peace Himself comes again to this earth. 
come, Lord Jesus.” 

a” 


Higher Criticism and Bolshevism 
Destructive criticism of the Bible denies the au- 
thority of the: Word of God. Bolshevism: denies the 
authority of the “powers that be,” ordained of Ged. 
— professing Christians, and even real Christians, 
w are. 


“Amen : 


hashed to realize the ee re- 
“is” “opine cond a 
Joseph Taylor Britain recently 
at the opening of the Synod of nad of Oto, bub 
Presbyterian of Philadelphia, in whinies he said: “Per- 
mit me to quote the estimate of the Rev. Bouck White 
concerning the relation which exists between the 
of. radieal. or Htberal theology and social 
evolution. Bouck. White, you remember, is the well- 
khown socialist in. New York City, who ‘gained not a 
little notoriety during the war for anarchistic and un- 
American utterances: ‘I am a: graduate of 
Theological Seminary. -Sotne of my comrades. of the 
Revolution look coldly upon the seminary as blind 


Our Stamp 


his wits’.end with grief and disappointment he 

has told what a strange and unlikely remark 
opened to him the light and relief he desperately 
needed. He prayed unceasingly, he had not thrown 
duty aside nor said he would do nothing till help 
came, he. had turned’ hungrily to every word, book, 
or voice likely to help him find Ged’s attitude, but 
the help did not come. Himself a scliolar and, natu- 
rally; expectant that his trouble would be met from 
Some high quarter if at-all, he at last found him- 
self wondering whether now he ought not to with- 
draw the matter from his praying, shoulder his trou- 
ble, and go on with it aloge. 

Then just when all was at its worst, and he was 
listening to a preacher,—or half-listening, — and 
feeling that so far nothing had been said to reach 
his particular need, he found himself making an ef- 
fort to recall just ‘what it was the speaker -had said 
a moment back. Though confused and half hear- 
ing, something about it had made his heart leap with 
a hint of something he wanted, and it had been a 
weary while since his heart had done that. It was 
but <a. trifle, and the speaker had not pressed it, but 
spoken: of ‘it.asa matter of course, as if everybody 
knew it. But letting all else go, he put pressure ‘on 
his mind till he dragged back from the oblivion which 
was likely to seize them the words which, had been 
said, “Children always .know. when their parents 
are interested.in their affairs, the dolls, the stamp 
collection, the little house among the bushes, the 
bow and arrow. God is interested in us down to 
the last | details of everything that appeals to our 
natures.” 

And, strangely enough, it was that stamp coilection 
which most *caught upon his mind. Jt had been years 
since he had thought of such a thing, Long ago like 
all boys he had passed through that phase, but it was 


[’: A confession lately made by a man who was at 


have’ famine; but I . 


Word declares, only when the Prince of 5 


conclusions of the Higher Grit: - 


ed a rman = 7 


4 
to the economic upheaval of our times. They are 
vastly in error. The professors at that seminary. and 
whoever teaches the Higher Criticism are doing Be 
than perhaps any other group to advance the social | 
revolution. They are planting mines of social dyna- | 
mite underneath: the civilization of massivé property | 
rights to blow up the whole apparatus.’ The fact that | 
my books are so charged with high explosives is but 
to say that the “Higher Criticism” upon which my ; 
work is based is a direct and magnificent coadjutor | 
of ocial revolution. Let it be known to eve for- 

d looker; The school and pulpit where the “ igher 
C iticism” of the Scripture is taught are seminaries 
of social revolution? ” " ; 


— Pat 


The Blood Route : 


Only by the shedding of blood unto death can 
there be life for sinners. For “the wages of sin 
is death”; only life can conquer. death; and “the 
life . .. is in the blood; . .. it is the blood that 
maketh atonement by reason of the life . ..: the life 
is the blood” (Lev. 17: n1-14),° The “Red Sea 
experience when God_ supernaturally delivered his 
peaple Israel as he. led them out. of Egypt - the 

of bondage into. Canaan the promised land oi 
freedom, is a striking Old Testament type ef redemp- 
tion, Paul Rader has drawn a startling yet impres- ~ 

ivepicture of this. “I believe, as the hand of God 
rei ree tek. the: waters of the Red pee, on 


with their fishy, glassy eyes at the aatGtude ok 
iberoted Israelites gassing through under blood 
protection. One of these days, thank Ged, the icy 
walis of the grave will be held back on one side and 
the other, and the monsters of hell, the demons and 


the souls that have perished, will come with glassy 


eyes ip agdinst the ritns of death, saying, “What right 
have they to gp through ?” ‘We took. the blood 
route,’ we shall call back; ‘that’s ‘why we're going 
through death. ‘They will have to stand at the side 
and. gaze, while poor sinners, saved by the grace of 
God; go through to be forever with the Lord. ‘Love 
found a way at Calvary.” 


Collections 


the shadow of a shade with him now. He said that 
mingled with the dawning relief was a flash of self- 
reproach at the cold adult way he had often passed 
ever his children’s occupations. Was it possible they 
had noticed it and felt the poorer for it? Would life 
have meant more to them if he had brightened more 
oyer their interests, even if they were sure of his 
concern for their general welfare? He was himself 
now in a position where concern for his general wel- 
fare did him no good, what he wanted was concern 
for his particular welfare. What made it all so hard. 
was his thought that God did not care for this expe- 
rience of his, but was cold toward it. Perhaps it 
was not one of. the classified treubles which could 
properly be brought before God. But who ever did 
have a classified trouble? It was filling his waking 
hours, paralyzing his energy and hope, yet it had 
seemed something beneath the notice of God. The 
human heart makes hard work of it when the thing 
it cares most about is the one thing that cannot be 
alluded to. If human relations cannot flourish 
by that. method, how much less our contact with 
the divine. 

But, as he said, it was that stamp collection which 
would not down. He could not get it out of his head. 
As he walked the streets thosé two words would 
keep: coming back. A, stamp collection! Of” all 
things! Could God feel: about his experiences*.in 
anything the same way that.a father might feel about 
his boy’s stamp collection as he looked over it with 
him’ under the evening lamp, rejoicing with him over 
some new find, or sharing with him his wish for 
some new treasure? If he could, he knew that every- 
thing would seem different to him. Though the trou- 
ble did not resolve itself at once he said he hung on 
to that and madé the most of it. At*°moments it 
would seem ridiculous to him that. any oné’ of his 
experience and knowledge, who* ought to be quite 
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satisfied with the great words like “God_.is love,” 
shou taking comfort f: such a trifle, but he 
ey » wh the needed, and ridiculous or not 
Me eo RA “Such things could 
All his life he had said sincerely. all the 

ape aoe, Oe eee ee ee 


of the lesser things which Christ was at such 
to-say about himself. “If ye then, being evil, 
how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more...” What is the reasonable thing to 
conclude? Begin lower down, base your hopes on 
help of which there is a great deal in the world al- 
ready, earthly fathers do have sound and generous 
instincts and act upon thera in their fitful ee _ They 
do cate: And the best of them get so that they care 
more and more. The disciple who said the great 
words, “God is love,” did not say them unfil as the 
years had gone by he had seen and felt thousands 
upon thousands of little separate evidences of it. 
Goreine after morning with the Master, night after 
night, difficulty after difficulty, he had always been 
concerned, and in the end he had always proved that 
he was. 

“And, say what you will,” this man added, “from 
that time forward I felt, a slowly growing relief. 
When it paused and seemed to go back and be too 
good to be true I called back that metaphor of the 
stamp collection. I felt that God wanted me to, use 
it, and every time I did, it became to.me a motive 
to go on and trust.” : 








‘had such a poor, mean 
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Many, a man disappointed, wounded, and sore is 
thinking, Ri if my trouble were only the right*kind 
of a trouble I could bring it to God and find relief, 
But my trouble is such a strange, « dered, abnor- 
mal one. I.shouldn’t have gotten into it if I hadn’t 
, mean make-up to start with. The best 
thing I can do is to take this out of the way and 

it myself until at length I may grow to have 


‘the kind of troubles God+likes to_have presented to 


him.” 

There is no such thing as a model trouble. They 
are all different. Christ did not deal with selected 
cases. His only point of contact with men was over 
such experiences as oy had, and he gave freely 
and upbraided not. And if there were such a thing 
as a model trouble; no one could go and copy it, 
for such insincerity would throw God's great truth- 
fulness out of line.. And the greatest loyalties of 
which man is capable may spring, not as we think 
they logically ought to out of the inspiration of great 
truths abstractly stated, but out of reliefs which 
unite us to our God and Father in warm gratitude 
which we cannot forget and cannot disown. ; 

It was much for thig man to give in to help which 
came in such a humble way. It “took some time for 
him to do it, as he said. But what happened may 
chéér us info a conviction that while we are looking 
for changes only on a grand and visible scale God 
may be spreading innumerable deliverances, ~unob- 
served on eatth, and perhaps not often confessed as 


freely as this man confessed it, and all the time bring- 
ing joy in heaven. — - 








Should Cousins Marry ? 


Do. you think it right for cousins to-marry? There 
are two lovely Christian characters here who have be- 
come very closely united in friendship, and they are 
asking me this question. I have answered by sayitig 
that if it were my own case I should not do so. I 
feel that it would injure their influence as Christians, 
and from: natural: law ‘stich marriage seems to bring 
cripples and insanity—An Ontario Reader. 


A Christian physician who is a warm personal 
friend of The Sunday School Times, and who is 
utterly devoted ‘to his Lord while at the same time 
keeping in touch with the best present-day medical 
knowledge, and who looks to the ‘Word of Ged as 
the final and-infallible authority, has been asked by 
the Editor to discuss this question of the marriage 
of cousins. Before giving his reply, it is interesting 
to note that in a recent article on the editorial page 
of the Philadelphia Public Ledger (of December 26, 
1922); Dr. ‘Vernon Kellogg, of the National Research 

ouncil, wrote on “Cousin Marriages,” and said in 
part: 


Are such marriages dangerous for the probable 
progeny? ... 

And it can be dangerous, just as it can be in animal 
breeding, but not for the unqualified reason that the 
parents are closely related. 

It is dangerous when there is.a héritable fault .or 
weakness in the common stock from which both par- 
ents spring, even though one or both of these parents do. 
not reveal this weakness in bodily manifestation. .. . It 
is necessary then, in order to predict the probable re- 
sults of a first-cousin marriage, to know “something 
pretty definitely about the genealogical record of the 
parents; that is, whether there has been in their an- 
cestors a reappearing -hereditary. trait of bad character. 
When there has not, the mere ¢Glose relationship of the 
parents is not, in itself, a matter to worry about, 
When there has been, then there is danger just as 
there is in the case of the marriage of unrelated per- 
sons who derive from two quite separate stocks in one or 
both of which a bad hereditary trait has been persist: 
ently present. Finally, when nothing is known of the 
hereditary history of first cousins,-marriage between 
them may well be considered hesitantly because of the 
chances of thus bringing together of double germinal 
dose of a bad heritable characteristic. .. . : 

The danger, then, in first-cousin marriages, is in ‘the 
uniting of two persons with a common bad germinal 
constitution derived from a commion stock marked by 
a bar sinister. But this also is a danger in any mar- 
tiage between two unrelated persons, both of whom are 
derived from stock similarly hereditarily tainted. “The 
safe thing to do in any contemplated marrying is to 
do one’s best to find out the genealogical history, with 
special regard to heritable traits, which lies behind each 
of the would-be parents, That, at least, is one of the 
useful eugenical things that can Be done without ex- 
posing oneself to the cry of “crank.” 


The fuller comments of the Christian physician to 
whom the Editor has referred the letter for discus- 


‘sion are in agreement with Dr. Kellogg’s position, and 


are as follows: 


. There does not seem to be in the Bible any prohi- 
bition of the marriage of first cousins, or kin of re- 
moter degree. The marriage of blood relations of 
closer degree is, however, expressly forbidden in the 
Levitical code (Lev. 18). But the law of Leviticus 
does not seem to forbid the-union of first cousins. 
There are those who hold that degree of consan- 


guinity to be also included in the regulations there 
laid down. Speaking generally, the Christian churches 
and Civilized countries have, in their ecclesiastical and 
civil laws, recognized the marriage of first cousins. 
The ‘Church of England formerly forbade it. -The 
Greek ‘and Roman Catholic Churches forbid it; the 
Roman Catholic Church, however, reserves the right 
of: concession ‘in the matter. There may be other 
exceptions to the general statement. 

Thete isa’ popular prejudice against blood mar- 
riage of ‘even first cousins;.and among. Christian peo- 
ple, at any rate, the impression prevails that they are 
wrong, and attended with unfortunate results in the 
offspring. That defective and abnormal children are 
not infrequently met with in such families is not to 
be gainsaid. It is perhaps natural, - because ofthe 
prejudice against such unions, to attribute any ill- 
effects noted in the offspring to consanguinity. But, 
it does not necessarily follow that these are the re- 
sult of the consanguineous marriage. It is to be 
remembered that one seldom knows personally many 
instances’ of first-cousin marriages; and we are apt 
to form hasty and superficial conclusions upon scant 
firsthand data, being influenced by hearsay and pre- 
conceived notions. The defects or anomalies of chil- 
dren of unrelated parents are far less likely to be 
thought significant. 

A careful study of the medical statistics available 
does not bear out the popular belief in the injurious- 
ness of blood marriages of this degree. Intermar- 
riage was. very common among ancient peoples, in- 
cluding the Israelites prior to the institution of the 
Mosaic law. At the present time the Copts.of Egypt 
are outstanding examples of the practise. The testi- 
mony of many missionaries in a position to observe 
closely is that, so ‘far as their obseryation goes, it 
does not appear to be physically harmful. 

The statistics show many instances of mentally and 
physically abnormal children; but they show also as 
many apparently perfectly sAealthy children, Again 
semakiie generally and perhaps dogmatically, it may 
be said that the ill-effects of consanguineous unions 
have been greatly exaggerated; and that the danger 
from such unions is the danger Of transmission to 
the offspring of hereditary tendencies to’ physical: and 
nervous diseases. B marriages may bring to- 
gether and intensify or accentuate certain family ten- 
dencies. These same tendencies or predispositions 
would as certainly be transmitted by either parent 
through marriage with a non-relative, though not to 
such a degree. In a word, it has not been clearly 
demonstrated that consangaineous marriages are 


ae! harmful. 
ut while there does not appear to be anything 
wrong per se in first cousins marrying, it is probably 
as a general. thing unwise, and should be entered upon 
- after ‘careful deliberation. 

here Christians contemplate a consanguineous 
marriage they should spread the whole matter before 
their Lord for clear and definite guidance as to what 
is his will and ‘for his glory. tas ig they not to wait 
upon God until assured that only his will is their 
desire? Under his guidance in secking that will, they 
should consult some Christian physician in whose 
judgment and advice they have confidence, They 
a to be assured -in their own minds that it is 
God’s will for them before moving forward. “In 
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nothing be anxious, but in everything by prayer and 
supplicapas” (Phil 4:6). “Commit thy way unto 
Jehovah: trust also in him, and he-will bring it to 
pier" Psa. #3 “If any of you lack wisdom, ‘let 
im, ask of * (James 15). “The meek will he 
guide in justice; and the meek will he teach his wa 
. ... What man is he that feareth Jehovah? him shail 
he instruct in the way that he shall cheose” (Psa. 25: 
9-12). “All the paths of Jehovah-are levingkindness 
and truth” (Psa. 25:10), and “All ‘things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God” (Rom. 8: 28). 

Perhaps_the matter is simple, after all, .When we 
bring our problems into the presence of our- Master 
and lay them at his feet, light breaks, conviction 
grows, peace and gladness come. 


Pat 
Richness of the Uniform Lessons 


I want so much to express my very deep and keen 
appreciation of the International Uniform Sunday- 
School .Lessons,—in 1921 on Paul, -etc., in 1922 from 
Solomon to and including Christ. Never before have 
they been so comprehensive, interesting, and practical. 
While embracing all, they have touched on the peaks 
of interest and crises. The lessons last summer were 
particularly rich and helpful on prayer. I do not know 
how to communicate my appreciation and help to that 
Sunday School Lesson Committee whose address I do 
not know, so I send it to you, hoping in some way it 
may reach them.—A Massachusetts Reader. 


This hearty letter expresses the feelings and grati- 
tude of multitudes of Christian peaple throughout 
North America and the world, for the Bible lessons 
selected for Sunday-schools by the International Les- 
son Committee. The letter has special significance 
just now, Coming as it does spontaneously from ‘a 
Sunday-school worker, in view of the suggestion that 
has been made in some quarters that the Christian 
Fundamentals Association should prepare Sunday- 
school courses to_replace the International Uniform 
Lessons. While The Sunday School Times rejoices 
in the testimony of the Fundamentals Association, 
and gladly brings its work before readers of this 
paper, nevertheless the Times, together with many 
other Christian workers who personally hold the 
Fundamentals of the faith, does not believe that a 
new course of Sunday-school lessons is needed. The 
underlying reasons for this weres fully. set forth in 
the leading edjtorial’ in The Sunday. School Times 
of December 23, 1922, Méantime let us rejoice in the 
opportunity of continuing the six-months’ ‘lessons in 
the Life of our Lord according te the Gospel of 
Luke, furnished “in the Uniform Lessons since ast 

tober, and let us keep in our prayets the whole 
Sunday-school world in these days of” unparalleled 
opportunity. - . 

he Chairman of the Sub-Committee on ‘Uniform 
Lessons of the International Lesson Committee i 
John R. Sampey, D.D., Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
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A Prayer by Mr. Wanamaker | 
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Offered at a Brotherhood meeting, February 26, 1905 


UR Heavenly Father, with grateful hearts we join to- 

gether in these songs of ‘praise within the gates of 

thine own house, where we have come to worship 
Thee. We are glad that we have a special day when thou 
dost invite us around thine altar, and when, we can come 
and meet with Thee. We thank Thee that we are jot 
carrying the dead bodies of our sins upon our backs, but 
that thou hast lifted the heavy burden and hast given us 
clean hearts, and put new hopes and new purposes in our 
lives. We are sorry because of the golden opportunities 
we have wasted; sorry for the low ideals and the poor 
attainments of the past. “We are greatly distreséed be- 
cause of the years that are behind us.that have no -mark 
in them of work done for. Thee. But, O Lord, we thank 
Thee for the voices within that will not let us be satis- 
fied with an earthly program for our lives, the voices- that 
fill our hearts with sorrow and discontent and that pre- 
yent us from settling down upon the empty honors of 
poor dying time. We are thy children. We are made in 
thine image. We are created for thy gléery and service. 
We come to present ourselves a living sacrifice, to bring 
all to thine altar, and leave all, come to listen to and fearn 
thy word, and to take thy words and speak them. again 
with a love that is steadfast and true. : 

We pray for one another as we have’ done in the past. 
Friend prays for friend, and brother for -brother. One is 
our Brother, even Christ, and all we are bretliren. Bless 
the tempted, the men who stand before sin’s open door, te 
whom ‘sin is attractive, and who realize their weakness 
before it. Be Thou their strength, their strong Tower, 
into which they may run and be safe. Help them to lean 
upon. Thee as upon the arm of a trie and tried Friend, 
Bless the sick and. those whose lives are fast drif 
away. We thank Thee that no grave can hold God's 4 
that it is only the gateway that opens to the everlasting 
home, Bless the man who is often weary because: of his 
struggle with sin, and who feels like lying. down and. find- 
ing a grave for all his hopes. Come to him Thyself, give. 
him renewed courage and confidence in God, and give him 
to go blithely on like one who has been refreshed at the 
heavenly banquet. .Hear our prayers this morning, and 
gtant that every heart may realize that God’s voice has 
spoken to him, and that God Himself is not far from any 
one of us. In Jesus” Name we ask it. Amen. 


. 
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er and s v. ; m A 
it to Thrice F the Pistol of a “Petrified” | 
ag: rice Facing the Pistol of a “Petrified” Red! 
will he Amazing Gospel victories in Russia in the ; . 
is way midst of wholesale carnage Translated from the Swedish by O. W. H. | 
Sa. 25: —— - 
aan Te : 
rk to- y i 
" WICE I have been condemned to death, and . How One like unto the Son of Man has been stand- At another place a Communist was conv after 
=e). while I was held as hostage and prisoner I have ing in the fiery furnace of recent Russian tribula- awful struggle and. suffering. He threw Fcelt on 
aster been compelled almost every. night to endure tion with the children of faith is made clear by the ground and howled like a beast. I laid my hands 
Viction the awful scenes at the executions. had the glo- this account of a persecuted evangelist. It is now on him and prayed, Then he found and thanked 
rious p= agg of serving with the Word of God translated into English for the first time from a God with great joy. Covered with perspiration he 
those whose hours were numbered, and of giving Swedish journal by a Christian young man of a stood up and said, “I have killed many more people 
them a chance to yield themselves to Jesus. og Northwestern State. The American Christian than there are now gathered in this room. And you, 
I must say, however, that it is nearly impossible Relief Mission, of which Pastor O. R. Palmer and my dear man,” pointing to me, “I had resolved to 
for those who are condemned to grasp salvation in| Henry L. Hellyer are Direétor and Associate kill, but now I am’ willing to die for you.” -He as- 
Christ in their last moments. When they are brought Director, is distributing food, raiment, and Bibles sembled the Communists and residents of the place 
keen out from the prison cells to be hacked to pieces or in Russia, the sore for all of which is pointed and declared to them from the platform how he had 
nday- shot they are usually entirely overcome by a dread- out in this appeal. Gifts of money may be sent to come to the Lord, received forgiveness for his sins 
a ful terror of death. In their despair they are only Edward A. St Treasurer, 219 North Broad and now belonged to Jesus. At-this meeting many, 
eleik able to utter such exclamations as, “Save, O save my» Street, Phil i of ing and shoes to more were converted. 
aie soul! Pray God to save me! Greet my dear wife! Relief Mi care of At still another place so many were converted that 
Wand My dear children!” Many clung frantically to me American Friends’ Service Committee we had to conduct baptismal services every other day. 
know in their terror, so that the unfortunate victims had Reom, 1521 Cherry Street, P A Communist who had become a believer told that 
that to be totn away from me. I heard such words as, for three and a half years it had been his joy to kill 
I do “I cannot believe.” Then there was a cry of terror, = — = people. ~ erie 
7 8 and the victim had passed into eternity. Oh, breth- ; In the course of one meeting, when: the people were 
ren, what a blessing to have~comfort from the Lord As I rode through a rain of bullets, I caught sight yielding themselves to the Lord, a school principal 
grati- in such circumstances. = of my father-in-law pursued by a man with a sword. arose and said, “There is nothing that you uneducated 
ghout The executions usually lasted from 12.30 in the “Get up on the horse!” I shouted to him. The Lord folks can offer me.” The next afternoon, however, 
essons night until 4-o’clock in the morning, and I have been helped and he succeeded, and both of us rode together. he was again present, together with his wife, While 
1 Les- present on many such occasions. The fewest number But they fired at us with machine guns, so that we ~some were praying and others found peace, the prin- 
icance executed —_— such a night were eleven, and the had to leave the horse and run afoot. Although cipal rose up, stamped on the floor, and left the 
‘om a greatest were fifty-nine. any have expressed sor- thousands of bullets were fired at us, not one was room. Fifteen minutes later he returned, and stand- 
n that row that they were not brought out to execution but permitted to hit us! We wandered about forty ing before the platform asked, “What shall I do to 
ristian were doomed to languish still another day in their , miles, find peace? During twenty-five years I have been g 
inday- misery ! Two weeks afterward our family were all together teacher and an atheist. I have poisoned the minds of 
iform When My Turn Came! again, but all the other members had abandoned thousands of pupils with atheism, Is it possible for 
joices At last tatn I b ht out of hopes ‘for me. Yet the Lord still had something for me to obtain grace?” “Yes,” I said, “do as Paul 
ation, iL “U a “ him Wee Orony Eg “D m me to do. My wife had passed through serious ad- did and you shall surely find peace.” He fell on his 
f. this ap sbi . wow pd dies Fs: cement: “y wil ventures, The band had hunted for her with the in- knees, and the Lord granted grace, so that he and 
many oe e —s = “s ate 2 meewere ; “1 will tention of executing her. But she found some friends his wife found peace. The next morning he assem- 
1 the O a ayeer, ye ta ant - og with permits me who saved her, and by night let her out through a _ bled all the teachers and pupils of the higher grades 
hat a £0 rec to my a y 4 filed oh wi i i window. She wanted to escape to the open country, and told what the Lord had done for him. These 
The f ithout any “But if 1 Se. wit UG yseag 4 but did not know that the city was besieged. So she afterward came to the meetings, and six pupils were 
th in tye «2 Re Race Bre ations os S ite fell into the hands of the “Red” guards, who ar- converted. The principal then asked to be baptized. 
Times ye racy se = 7 wore rae any ot ait po ¥ rested her and brought her back into. the city. She “He sent word to all his acquaintances. announcing 
in the peplied ewes phe Be Pecorena oa Ae ree 4 fon was taken before the staff, but afterwards escaped when and where it would take place. It was in the 
ns in TSP 4 ed f iengealaae a ’ ome eH astene 4 ed by a miracle, and went out into a marsh located by month of February, so it was necessary to cut an 
el of ward with: the sak tire se & Bane. po ©- the river. There she remained without food for two opening through the ice on the river. Standing on 
> last Het the Pees : . mY ‘Th Sway. a a at ee and a half days, until the Lord sent her relief. My the shore he said pointing to the river, “Here will 
whole Pe ‘ ee sage ors nglinnnc ys te the pt wid daughter in the mill, and my son in the cellar all the old teacher, atheist, and sinner be buried.” Then 
Neled suceeey gota a eC yo petrified and could cre without food for several days. But God mirac- I baptized him. Several among the numerous spec- 
: not Mave & Saw. e other three executioners be-  yiously preserved them. tators exclaimed, “This is just ‘the way it was in 
form came frightened and drew him back. . , the days of John the Baptist » 
ee i “This -is\the Lord,” I said. i ; Losing Everything — and Thanking God! In one city so many came to the meetings that 
gi Then I dressed and asked if I was permitted to I am glad that I have been permitted to pass they scarcely had room on the «street outside, and 
go home. In the meanwhile the executioner had re- through these experiences, so that we have proved we had to station guards at the doors to tell- them 
covered. In fury he rushed towatd me, cursing God the wonderful guidance of our Lord and Master. that only those who desired to yield themselves to 
and me. He had the loaded revolver in his hand. Of course we lost all that we had. My wife and the Lord that day were permitted to enter. It was 
But my heart was full of comfort and assurance that children had only the linen that they were. wearing. impossible to admit all those who came. Many were 
I would see my loved ones again. Again the same We could not save anything for cooking, nor any converted at these meetings, among the converted be- 
r incident ‘was repeated. The man with the revolver other household articles. At first we had-enough, so ing a large number of “Red” soldiers. 
stood motionless, as though he had been petrified. “that we could eat on plates with knives and forks, One afterndon two high officers in the “Red” Army 
It was repeated for the third time! He acted as a but these weré soon discovered and taken away from came to the meeting Through the Lord, most of 
; storted. He looked like - , a. : ; all 
madman. His face was distort ; us. ihe ; : . those present came to a living faith at this service. 
* a paralyzed demon. Then his three companions During my missionary journeys in the year 1920,M But the two officers seemed to be unmoved. It was 
a rushed toward him in great fear, and asked, “Why is a period of three months one thousand souls were five minutes of twelve o'clock, -I turned to the few 
es of this man accused? What has he done? Don’t you soundly converted, and thost of them baptized. The ynconverted and said, “Do you want to be eternally 
ship see that God helps him?” The first one then turned assembly places were tuo small to contain all the peo- Jost? There now remain only five minutes before we 
thou toward me and said, | Away with you, and do not ple who came to listen. At the advertised meeting close.” My words seemed ridiculous to the officers. 
come let me see you again. : : 2 therefore announced that immediately after its close But I said to them, “Your laughter shall be turned 
wn _I went to my family who received me with thanks- these would be a special s rvice for those who sought to weeping. We will now close the service.” A 
Ses giving to God. During one month I enjoyed free- rest for their souls and wanted to begin a new and hymn was sung. Suddenly, first one of the officers 
ac dom. Then I was again arrested and condemned to i ee 
n our agen happy life. Then the real work commenced. It was and then the other one also, jumped up and came 
nities death for the second time. The day before the struggle and prayer. Those who surrendered to the forward. They unbuckled their belts and cast them 
poor execution we who were condemned ‘to death had to Lord were told to take the foremost seats. Even with the attached revolvers on the floor and said 
i be- dig the graves in which we were to be laid the fol- Communists were touched by the working of the “What shall we do to be saved?” ‘ 
mark lowing night. Word of God. They asked me to come from place , |, o aa ? . 
= But the Lord had decided otherwise for some.of) to place to preach the Gospel to them. Many con- “Red” Soldiers Witness a Baptism 
ond us. In the afternoon twenty-nige men were brought{ versions took place, even among the rankest of them. After struggle and prayer they both found peace. 
pre- out and an hour later-twenty additional men, ag Here is one example. A man told me that he had When these officers were baptized the shores of the 
cs. of them myself. We were conducted to the railroad{ been a Communist for three and a half years and, river were crowded with “Red” soldiers, Here they 
de in and placed in.a freight car. In this we were trans-] that during this time he had murdered thousands_af} tried to arrest me, but by the help‘of the Lord I got 
rvice. ported to the nearest station, from which we had to/ innocent people. “But,” he added, “the day before away and came to some villages. where other miracles 
bring walk to the place of execution. - f yesterday I became convinced by the Gespel and am of grace took place.- At one time fifty-two persons 
= Just before we were to arrive there I said to my now resolved ¢0 follow the Lord. I will not asso- were baptized. - At another time three hundred peo- 
oe companion, “There is no time to lose. I shall run. ciate any more with these people or continue on their ple were converted, so that the priests packed up their 
init, It is better to receive a bullet in the back than to violent, obstinate, and unclean way; neither will I sacred relics and carried them away from the church, 
ne is be hacked to pieces with a sword.” We ran some bear the-sword any more. I believe on Jesus and be- saying, “There is nothing more for us to do here.” 
three hundred and fifty feet. Then other prisoners lieve that he has forgiven my sins.” This year there have also been many conversions, 
ir, te Started to run in different directions. Seventeen mén Some accused this man before me, but I said, but’ they tend to decrease as food becomes more 
cness escaped in this way. The rest were murdered. The “Here you behold a saved: sinner, and you must go scarce. It is not enough, however, that people are 
—_ Lord did not permit me or my companion to be shot. the same way if you shall escape eternal anguish.” eonverted. How essential is it not that these new 
tend My family had. constantly believed that the Lord The accusers were very angry that,a Communist had converts receive spiritual gurture! Where are the 
fting would bring me home to them, and they had ex- been converted. Afterwafd they thrust him away men and where are the means that are required for 
4 pected me the whole time. Oh, what a joy to ex- ~saying, “This fellow has become useless to us.” The this? The destitution here is terrible. ere are 
sting perience such wonders ! . end of this was that five more Communists, robbérs no more horses or cows; nothing but destitution, dan- 
f his . But worse experiences lay in store for me. We and murderers, came to a living faith, and likewise ger, and the.cry for bread. 
in. re barely- had time to greet each other when we many of the “Red” ‘soldiers. This aroused such a I travel. much afoot. Many brethren are unable 
ae eard the rattle of machine guns in the city. “Save hatred against me on the part of the Communist to serve because they are so destitute. It is impos- 
ee 4 Yours: pleaded my wife in tears. We prayed. leaders that they sought to kill me. But the-breth- sible to imagine how great the want is. Among us 
aaa nid wife then fled to a near-by village. My daughter ren conducted me to another village. Some of the everything is lackng, especially food and clothing. 
has id in a mill, and my son in a cellar. -I mounted a converted Communists were sentenced to three years’ If it is possible, do send us some. Not that I want 





horse, but the streets wére already occupied. imprisonment. 





to. beg, but you understand that during these years 
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36 * 
I have been at home only a month and a half, and 
this will continue, because if no one takes care of 


these new converts there will be many spiritual ny fen for a single phrase or even a measure. 


valids. . 
ft is well with us here, but we are weak for lack 
of bread. Some of the believers have e very 


old-looking, and others would have died if they had 


not received aid. 5 ; 
The destitution and famine is so great that even 
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first to Se a counter melody for the whole song, and 
rather tollow the methed of developing an anger 
content with this small beginning. The development 
of the more extensive melodic improvisation is a 
matter of practise. As an illustrative example, take 


co are dug up and eaten. 
: the steppes one can see corpses of people that 
have died from hunger. It has become a daily and / 


common occurrence that human flesh is eaten. 
These conditions have gone so far that the author- 
ities have warned the parents not to let their chil- 
dren go out alone on the streets, because of the 
one that they may be killed and eaten. 
e have had a good crop, but the government 
seized all, even the cattle, hay, and forage. They are 


heartless. The villages are full of soldiers that eat 
up all the food. : 
But still our Lord and Father knows all. To him 
thanksgiving and praise in all. 
We need Bibles. te. are villages where there 
- ate no Bibles or Testaments. Many Bibles have been 


burned by special command (of the government). 
There is a great hunger for the Word of God. 

Again I must confess that my greatest blessings 
have been during these troublesome times, 


Brauam, Minn, 


Problems of the Sunday- 
School Pianist: Study 17 





Varied Improvisation Forms . 


WE HAVE already considered improvisation in 
chords and octaves in chorus accompaniment. 
The 44 * pianist who attempts improvisation is 
apt to be limited by these two forms in the expres- 
sion of musical ideas, There are many other 
forms,. the study of..which is well. worth \while, 


and the knowledge of which makes: possible a variety. defined horr 


in -accompaniment. ‘There, are improvisation. forms 
which relate to the harmony of ‘the song.’ .. These may 
be defined as harmonic improvisations; There’ are 


other forms which relate ‘strictly to the melody of 


the song; these may be defined as melodic improv- 


ions, 
Under the heading of harmonic improvisations we. 


may include improvisations in thirds and sixths, Any 
pianist who has not developed the. playing of thirds 
and sixths should take up a definite study in this 
connectioh. The employment of thirds and sixths in 
sacred accompaniment requires great technical skill. 
A close,-even legato in execution is essential, With- 
out -it the effect will be ragged and uneven. The 
pianist should devote special attention to scales and 
exercises involving thirds and sixths and become fa- 
miliar with thirds and sixths in every key. Devote 
Such time to their practise as will enable you to 
play them with skill and assurance. 

Harmonic improvisation also includes chromatic 
fourths and fifths. The average pianist can play the 
chromatic scale without any difficulty, but many have 
not familiarized themselves with the chromatic in 
fourths and fifths. + 

A very effective accompaniment can be produced 

harmonic improvisation in thirds and sixths for 
right hand with the melody in the left hand. 

“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour” is another suit- 
po agp for harmonic improvisation in thirds and 
sixths. 

Melodic improvisation can be lied to many songs 
with great success. As has ively een pointed out, 


the term  titerally means relating to melody. 
In its improvisation connection jt indicates the mall 
duction of a in co with the original 
sibie vi mcd : onal the 
an accompan: in ke wi 
original score distinct in form. Its nt 
is unlimited. sacred pianist has in this improv- 


isation an opportunity. for the exercise of creative 
genius. The practise of this improvisation takes the 
Pianist on a continuous — excursion, Each 
verse of a song suggests. ent possibilities. By 
means of melodic improvisation the pianist can in- 
terpret more accurately and definitely the’ varying 
ideas and sentiments expressed in the various verses 
of the song. 

_ Melodic improvisation can only be employed to 
its fullest extent in accdmpaniment to well-known 
songs, and even in such cases the pianist must be 
sure that the audience is keeping up to pitch. This 
form of improvisation suggests a counter melody for 
theme. Its application requires much care and care- 
ful practise. Many pianists have visions of melodic 
improvisation, but there are few who can translate 
their ideas into beautiful tonal pictures. The. wise 
course is to commence the development of this im- 
provisation form in a simple way. Do not attempt at 


reveal the fact that drought, 


; for the 


-dtained 
the dred up ponds and rive 
even. of 


in “Para- 
my good still 
find means of evil.” In the realm of actual 
less than. in Milton's epic, this seems to be 
the great aim of our Adversary, the Devil, “who 
all that is called God.” s 
‘careful study of the Old goer any seems fo 
flood, famine, crop-pests, 
and. other woes that hinder the people “getting 
the days,” are the direct punishment, on a large scale, 
fi »—- widespread worship of man- 
made images inst of the living and true God. 
Certainly in North China then, Satan the hinderer 
has had his innings .of permitted cursing of men’s 
bodies aod tand, Gucine te of 1920 and 1921, 
not to speak of all the i sucaieed of exteion 
years for which,he must be’ be ray woo 
_ ‘The year 1920 was one of @ -famine, a year 
of creeping woe and gtadual succumbing to the forces 
of. nature in hard and -hateful mood, ending in’ the 
slow death of many. This-was followed, during 1921, 
in our section by, famine, sharp and_clean-cut in 
contrast, -with its own peculiarly distressing disloca- 
tions of-all life and consequent inevitable and well- 


ors, bese tN 

It.had aed as if the of woe that 1921 

brought was quite enough to drain, —and the people 

it to the lees, — the fervid, pitiless sun, and 

the big dry moon; the parched fields and baked onde 
crac 


sa 


J 


77) 


leaving Fe 

po f as ed be the ‘creanai! 

rass-fuel, follo y the tearing 
down a Gemact for the thatch of the roofs and.the 
wood of the beams, window sills, and doors; the con- 
sumption of all food supplies, and then the agonizing 
process of eking out by gradual admixture of grain 
hulls and chaffs with pititul experiments in combin- 
ing stomach-destroying stuffs, till many were gnaw- 
ing bark. With land sold, sometimes children sold 
or killed, and even eaten; with dwellings pulled down 
over their heads, began the painful migrations of the 
men, and of the strongest of them, of those who could 
get away to hunt food and beg help for self. 

Who that has seen them can forget those mourn- 
fal companies-wandering forth to they know not what; 
those pathetic groups of farmers, whose land. re- 
fused to support them, tracking away to nowhere but 
to death by starving and freezing? There are few 
sights of woe more suggestive of terribleness to those 
who understand than those ! ious trampers of the 
road, most mournful of all processionists. Yet more 
terrible was realization of the women, old wo- 


men, bound by the invisible chains of weakness and 


by-the visible chains of their tiny bound feet, bound 
to the family acres and unable to migrate; only able 
to -sit and look hopelessly at the specter, relentless, 
that daily approached nearer and tortured them be- 


fore it destroyed them. Was not that,—all that my 


enough? 

And then came 1921, when the heavens opened, 
and the steady and unprecedented downpour of its 
summer began. And from our bare, skinned hills, 
treeless and grassless, rolled down the floods into the 
plains ; oy. riverbeds were filled and became raging 
torrents, Then the Yellow River, which flows through 
great stretches of our field, “China’s Sorrow” well- 
named,—so wide, so long, so big, so heavy, so 
treacherous, so uncaring for the needs of men, acted 
like the living, dirty, powerful, mud-encrusted dragon 
that it is, using its vast strength in perfect malevo- 
lence. It mocked at men’s ~ and inefficient ef- 
forts to curb or control. It beolee through their 
banks; it gnawed like a ravenous man-eater, insati- 
ate. It lusted to destroy. It ran and raged where it 
would, and none could oppose. “It raised itself. and 
threw its waters with vicious force against and over 
its barriers, to mingle them with the. floods that 
rushed down from the mountains. And the villages 


were caught in the powerful pincers of nature, so 
soft that you could push them with your hand, yet 
all-enveloping, resistless, heartless. 

So the farmers found themselves suddenly whelmed, 
or marooned, on their village islets (if they were | 
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the well-known “song, “Abide With Me.” As the 
original melody descends the accompaniment can be 


developed by an ascending melody. 

ipo attempting a melodic improvisation memor- 
the song thoroughly. 

Los ANGELES, CAL, 










fortunate to be built upon high_enough ground). 
In a day they were cut off from the outside seme ; 


and in many instances it iy eg weeks before re- 
lief could be organized and food brought in to them. 
Slowly it came, on scows poled toilsomely over their 
buried fields of drowned-out crops. 4 
The people were like trapped rats;.roofs fallen 
on their. heads, walls melted away; their brick: beds 
covered with vile slime, Spent yar s ——- of — 
erous 90ze; they too co y sit ; re- 
lief while they starved. Grodgalis. Fras ae Pl in: the 
fall, the ancestral grave-mounds began to appear above 
the stretches of te; stinking overflow water stiil 
filled their wells. Flood-famibe adds its own peculiar 
distresses and horrors to that of dry famine.- The 
ession and univ 
damp and filth, and sickness, plus millions. of ¢xtia 
lazy flies, .is o i ribable.. T 
it, and sympathize with people, yet to feel. one’s 
inability to do ing adequate for their relief, is 
the most i , melancholy. sensation 
imaginable; Yet this awas-the almost helpless. jot of 
pep Es entice 
ite ' 4 
‘tor help: One felt -bet- 
ing his people; ‘and 
my_good American Christian co-workers were brought 


- wery near*home to these sufferers, as real friends. 


ell, what-good came out of it? Much every way. 
as all-powerful and all-wise. It requires terrible 
providences to awaken le: hardened. in :idol-wor- 
ship, to awaken them to futility of their idols. 
And o is able, His -holy. will, as opposed to 

tan’s, is “Out of evil, good.” Out of disaster, -and 
woe, the breaking down of trust in false stays, to 
bring hope; to stay men’s hopes on the true and-liv- 


,ting.God. And that is the way he has done it these 


two years in our region. In the providence of God 
came those never-to-be-forgotten. scenes of village ex- 
amining and the giving of relief that was its conse- 
quent; scenes, many of them terrible beyond descrip- 
tion, tragic almost to heartbreak, but many of them 
blessed in spiritual awakening. In that. work, as the 


long processions of woe filed past us, 6 wy day, 
to receive their life-sustaining portion, Sunday 
School Times: family was tt on the job. It was 


a huge satisfaction, and a cause of profound grati- 
tude to God, to think ‘that you could be doing this 
work, though thousands of miles away and engaged 


inst Christianity has been broken 
f ) iow beyond cavil that the for- 
eign Jesus religion men ate ir friends. They no 
© fear or despise us. Not only are there hun- 
dreds of inquirers among those helped, but the more 
well-to-do, who exploited them, who squeezed them, 
who bought up their land, house-mat and trees 
for a song, who cha them thirty-six percent, even 
forty-eight percent interest on loans, have for the 
first time in their lives, with their own eyes, seen some 
disinterested good-doing, “because ris 
” as -we-told them. And: 
class of merchants, gentry, and officials respect 
spirit and motive in our religion. These cannot be 
answered or argued away. eathenism and its re- 
ligions in China have nothing like this attitude, and 
no motive power or strength or spirit even to. try to 
imitate it. Thus many. well-to-do, callous, who sat 
by and sneered, who coined money out of the blood 
of fellow countrymen, also are respectful and atten- 
tive, even courteous and open to the Truth in Him. 
Two years ago I never could have imagined, after 
all these years of trampitig among people on my blis- 
ters, that a scene such as this was, could be possible: 
A great temple, cleared of idols, standing in an ex- 
tensive “sacred precinct” in the midst of other temple 
buildings also cleared of idols; the audience com- 
posed of the students of six Government schools, Jed 
by their teachers, all admitted by ticket; the Chair- 
man of the meeting the magistrate himself, who in- 
troduced me to speak on the topic of Jesus Christ! 
Nor could I have imagined this scene; Many dis- 
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now 
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Lesson for February 4 
Luke 17 


trict officials plus one hundred and thirty Village head? 

men, each representing his village, led by the magis- 

trate, coming to take tea with me, and hear an in- 
formal conversational talk on the same supreme sub- 
ject. Never before could I touch them with a_ten: 

foot pole. 4 

Nor this scene: Village headmen who had perse- 
cuted our Christians voluntarily coming to me to 
make restitution of money, putting it directly into my 
hands, to pay back, in their presence and with their 
apologies, to weak and defenseless men whom they 
had cheated out of these sums. —_ 

“ Nor this: Village headmen sending carts to escort 
me to thtir villages and act as my personal hosts while 
there preaching; whereas, heretofore, they had kept 
themselves hidden and out of sight in supercilious 
and ignorant contempt of the foreign “Jesus Relig- 
ion.” 

In America I used to think that monuments were 
erected only to dead men. Imagine my surprise to 
learn, just the day before the ceremony of unveil- 
ing, that .a monument had erected by thirteen 
viheee east of the river, in front of the big yamen, 
to me—a rather lively corpse. An amazing inter- 
lude to the innocent and unsuspecting principal of 
each ceremony was the presenting of a pien (a big 
motto banner mounted on silk and containing four 
characters of euphemistic praise) flanked on each side 
by silk panels, each with eight characters of like un- 
merited praise. The sentiments thereon were such as 
to imply that the embarrassed and unworthy recipient 
was, like Confucius, “the perfect man- , 

The magistrate headed the procession of business 

men, officials, and headmen, himself p: ed: by a 

military band, and a long file of sol iers. with the 

pien and panels carried in state each on its own sedan 
chair, by eight carriers in embroidered silk garments 
that would make an American lady green with envy 
at such dainty and exquisitely beautiful needlework. 

Arrived at our compound, the with a great crowd 
filled our new big church building to Svegneee 
Before they could proceed with the ceremony we said: 
“Glory to God first of all.” So the Christians and I 
sang the Doxology. Then, all standing, and with a 
tremendous racket from the military band, while the 
drum major incited the players to fury, — bugles 
shrilling wildly and drums roaring fiercely, — the au- 
dience made three profound bows to the banners 
(which had been nailed over the rostrum) ; then one 
bow to me, which I had to return, Then the magis- 
trate made a speech of good will to the Christian 
religion and its representatives, to which I responded 
by preaching John 3:16. This was followed by a 
like scene of presenting the monument in front of 
the yamen, after which the magistrate gave a big 
feast to all concerned. ‘ . 

Perfect weather made the affair a success, from the 
Chinese point of view. 

A few days later this, double-headed agony of pre- 
senting the pien and unveiling a monument was gone 
through a second time, with two hundred headmen 
as representatives of as many villages west of the 
river. An amusing part of the “agony” was that 
the unwilling victim of the ceremony had to “pay the 
piper.” Yes! This is Chinese custom. The recipient 
of the “honor” has to produce the money to pay the 
musicians and the bearers of the “gift.” I called a 
halt on the number of musicians (who. would be 
legion) as soon as I got on to the ropes. 

Naturally; had I received an inkling in time of the 
proposed procedure, I would have advised a better 
use of the money involved —to help establish a pri- 
mary school or build a humble church building. But 
I knew that these. ceremonies (and I said so at the 
time} were a mark of gratitude to The Sunday 
School Times family and other friends; and the 
Chinese agreed to it gladly, accepting the interpreta- 
tion. vr 

Among the famine and flood. hit villages, the peo- 
ple have, in numerous plates, already gratefully re- 
sponded by helping to buy or erect buildings for wor- 
ship and primary schools; have subscribed part 
money on teachers’ and evangelists’ salaries; -and« 
started schools with courses like our mission schools, 
using Christian teachers we recommend. 

Even* the magistrate ‘and hi§ brother, men whom I 

have come to love, seem deeply interested, I have 
Presented them with nice Bibles, and they assure me 
that they are reading them, one or more chapters 
each morning. I have had° many helpful spiritual 
talks. with them, praying with them. They seem, 
poo Cornelius; to bé near the Kingdom. Pray for 
them. 
_ As yet I have baptized none of these hundreds of 
inquirers, though I have examined many. I dare not 
fecetve them ito the church ‘in their present state, 
insufficiently instructed and spiritually undeveloped 
as they are. I have had about twenty theological 
students and special preachers helping me for six 
months to shepherd these little ones in the faith; but 
the theologues have had.to go back to their studies, 
and we are now a pitiful handful of workers among 
the people. “ 

Out of the foreign missionaries who constitute our 
Tsinanfu Station, twenty-three ave connected with 
our University, and twelve are at work in the city or 
East Suburb; leaving a fellow-evangelistic missionary 
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and me to roam-over a country field that includes 
twelve counties in whole or in part, 

We bescech our fellow-workers of the Times to 
join us in the ministry that Jesus especially recom- 
mended in order to bring his Good News to all the 
world: “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.” 

TSINANFU, CHINA. 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 








Whosoever therefore shall yi ay me before 
men, him will I confess also before my Father 
which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny 
me before men, him will I also deny before my 
Father which is in heaven (Matt, 10:32, 33). 


HE English fails to reproduce a very beautiful 

distinction here. “Whosoever. shall confess me” 
is, in the Greek, “Whosoever shall confess in me,” and 
“him will I confess before the Father” is “in him 
will I confess also before the Father.” Our Lord 
identifies himself with the believer both in earth and 
heaven. He is here on earth and the Christian’s con- 
fession of him before the world gets its invulner- 
able strength from the fact that he is in. Christ as in 
an invisible armor. He has the whole Ephesian pan- 
oply,—the cuirass of righteousness, the shield of 
faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit. What then can wound his: spiritual life! 
And wher’ he is before the judgment seat the Sav- 
iotir is there, too, but in him. and no judgment can 
fall upon any one in whom the Son abides. 

But the denier of Christ has no such relationship 
in this world or the next. His -is a flat repudiation of 
Christ, as the actusative indicates, and his fate is a 
flat repudiation before the Father. “He that abideth 
in me, ,.. the same bringeth forth’ much fruit. . If 
a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, 
and is withered.” 

We should further notice that there are some who 
are not only not in Christ but are actually in the evil 
one. Thus of the maniac in the Gadarene tombs it is 
said (Mark 5:2), “There met him [Jesus] a man in 
[en] an unclean spirit,” that is, immersed in the hor- 
ror and moral squalor of demon control. 

New Hampton, N. H. 


. 
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| For Children at Home 





Guests Who Did Not Come 
By Adelbert F. Caldwell 


) me WAS to be an alphabet. party, to which very 
distinguished guests were to be invited. The rain 
of the morning had forced a postponement of the 
out-of-doors picnic which Uncle Rodney had planned, 
so Aunt Eunice had promised a substitute in the 
form of an alphabet gathering. This was to take 
place in the afternoon. 

As soon as the dinner dishes were done up Aunt 
Eunice brough’ out five wh'te cards, each one having 
a pencil attached to it by a light bine cord. 

“There, children,” she announced; “are the cards on 
which the lists of the invited guests are to be writ- 
ten.” 

“But who are the guests to be?” asked Carl, curi- 
ously, 

_ “That depends on who invites them,” was the smil- 
ing reply. — 

‘And will they come to. the: party?” questioned 
Beth, a bit apprehensively. 

“If they don’t they'll miss the ice-cream I’ve or- 
dered from Gardner Brothers.” 

“Ice-cream!” exclaimed Henry, in happy surprise. 
“Let’s hurry and ask them. It may take lots of 
time for them to get here.” 

“Very well. Each one take.a card,” directed Aunt 
Eunice. 

When each one was ready the plan was explained. 

“Let me see,” noted Aunt Eunice, “there are five 
hosts. Each host may now write on his e¢ard the 
names of those guests whom he is going to invite 
to the party.” 

“Any one?” inquired Stephen, eagerly. 


“No,” replied Aunt Eunice, “only those people 
whose names begin with your own given name initial.” 

“Now I—see!” exclaimed Carl. “I can invite 
Columbus and Caesar and—” ~ 

_“And I Bacon, Bach, and Balzac,” and Beth hur- 
riedly began to jot down the list of guests that she 
was to invite. Reick 

“I can’t think of any — yet,” puzzled Stephen, Then 
quickly, “Oh, yes; I— can!” 

“Homer is the first one I’m going to ask,” said 
Henry to himself, 

“I know Marco Polo. I had him in geography,” 
and Mary began thinking “hard.” 

“When Aunt Eunice called for the lists Carl had 
eight to invite. They were Columbus, Caesar, Cax- 
ton, Cato, Chopin, Cowper, Cromwell, and Cooper. 

Beth had added to her list Bancroft, Bismarck, and 

Balboa. 

“Whom have you, Stephen?” asked Aunt Eunice. 

“Schiller, Socrates, Sidney, Shelley, Spenser, Swift, 


and Shakespeare,” answered Stephen. “And mine 
‘are nearly all authors.” 
“I have nine in all,” arfnounced Henry. “They are 


Huss, Homer, Hood, Huxley, Hastings, Hudson, 
Hawthorne, Harrison, and Hoffman.” 

“Fine!” complimented Aunt Eunice. 

“My list numbers almost as many,” declared Mary, 
roudly. “I’ve invited Melba, Marco Polo, Macaulay, 

urillo, Mohammed, and Macbeth.” 

“A splendid list,” rejoined Aunt Eunice, “now I'll 
go and dish out the ice-cream.” 

The children were ‘all so intent on adding other 
names to their lists that Aunt Eunice had-te urge 
ery to hurry, so that the ice-cream would not all 
melt, 

“But the guests haven’t come to the party,” said 
Hex), jumping up. 

“We're not to blame — though,” replied Beth; “they 
were invited.” 


GREENCASTLE, IND. 
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The Victorious Life 











Calendar of Conferences. 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for,- meetings addressed by members or 
speakers -of the rious” Life Testimony. = It will be 
noted that some of the. meetings. here listed are Victorious 
Life Conferences, conducted by:the Victorious Life. Testi- 
mony, while other meetings here listed are not in con- 
nection with such conferences, but are addressed by indi- 
vidual speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 

Boston, Mass, January 22—Afternoon and evening, Busi- 
tess. Woman’s .Council, Park Street Church, the Rev. 
Howard B. Dinwiddie will give the messages. Furtlier in- 
formation may be had from Miss Alice M. Theobald, 140 
Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 


Albany, N. Y., January 24, February 7 and 21, March 7 
and 21.—Afternoon and evening, the Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie 
will lecture on Bible doctrine: at the Albany Bible School 
Young Women’s Bible Training Movement, 28: State Street. 

Cencord, N. H., January 30 to February 4.—The Rev. H. B. 
Dinwiddie, and Mr. Archie L: Dyer, of Japan, will conduct 
a Victorious Life Conference under the auspices of. the 
Laymen’s Committee, union of all churches, in the First 
Baptist Church. 

Newark, N. J., February 2.—Friday evening meetings of 
the Evangelistic Committee of Newark; Mr. Charles G. 
Trumbull, on “The Gospel of Death.” Further informa- 
tien may be had from Mr. Harry W. Hoot, 173 Washington 
Street, Newark, N. J. 

Philadeiphia, February 25.—At 4 P. M., Speech Reading 
Chub, 1606 Locust Street, Philadelphia; message by Mr. 
Charles G. Trumbull on the International Sunday-school: 
Lesson. 

St. Albans, W. Va., February 25.—The Rev. H. B. Din- 
widdie will conduct a Victorious Life Conference in the 
First Presbyterian Church. 

Rochester, N. Y¥., March 4. to 11.—Victorious Life Mes- 
sages, under the auspices of the Rochester Gospel Center, 
Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, speaker. Further information 
may be obtained from Mr. A. G. Slaght, 140 Court Street, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


Mexico and Central America.—The Rev. L. L. Legters is 
visiting these countries to complete surveys of the loca- 
tion and needs for missionary occupation of the unevangel- 
ized Indians in those countries, y 


Dr. Griffith Themas’ Engagements 


16 to February 9%.—National 
Bible Institute, 1418 North Sixteenth Street. Every day 
at 12 M., except Saturdays and Sundays. In the after- 
noon at 4.30 on Mondays and Tuesdays, and at 2.30 on 
Wednesdays, Thirsdays, and Fridays. 

Moorestown, N. J., January 28 to February 2.—In care 
of Mr. E. A. Mechling. Every evening. 

Philadelphia, February 4.—J. Addison Henry Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Sixty-fifth and Lansddwne Ave- 
nue, morning and evening. 

Will you pass on the above information to. these who 
may be interested in attending or praying for these. meet- 
ings? Prayer is especially asked for the following needs: 

-1. That there shall be clearly presented the all-suffi- 

ciency of the provision God has made in-our Lord Jesus 

Christ for every need of those who believe. 

2. That there shall also be presented the utter and 
continual helpléssness and insufficiency of every one apart 
from Christ to live a life pleasing to God. 





























The Lesson Pilot 


By Howard A, Banks — 


Getting Started in Class 
T SEEMS impossible to believe that the twenty- 
| three human beings saved from the shipwreck of 
the steamer “Lady go yo tgp : o by ‘ 
courageous young giant, whose heroism sent him o 
into ‘life on ikon id never came back to say “Thank 
ou,” and yet such is said to be the truth (Round- 
able, 3). . : 


Our Background Material 2 
In verse 11 is struck by Luke the first distinct time 
note since chapter 9, verse ‘51: “And it came to pass 
when the days were well-nigh come that he sho 
be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem.” ¢ passage has been translated, “When 
the days of his assumption were being fulfilled.” It 


refer: to in the midst of a narrative, and Luke 1s 
showing how every act and word of our Lord now 
is a conscious step on his part toward the culmina- 
tion of his mission in resurrection ana ascension. 
The unnamed eee Cy. #8) was probably on the 
border-land between aria and Galilee. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
i~.s -quickly locating the references. 

As the new and undiseased blood coursed through 
their veins as the result of the miracle, the lepers 
stood. erect as new men! Im the Little Jetts pictures 
Mr. Smith’s pencil very vividly realizes the jubilance 
of their new attitudes of health. 

And only one returned to offer thanks, and he 
was a itan! How to utilize the teaching prin- 
ciple of generalization in order to show that our God 
is not only pleased with but expects titude from 
his creatures is pointed out by Dr.-Elhs. Leprosy is 
a type of sin—jit was a disease that could not be 
healed except by the actual touch of God. How many 
of us are offering the gratitude of a surrendered life 
for the forgiveness of our sins? (See the verse, “If 
We Believe, on 41.) How many are offering 
our bodies in which have been wr t the - miracle 
of the new birth as “a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God”? 

In the desperate situation in which these lepers 
found themselves they were quick to forget about re- 
ligious differences or distinctions. “Adversity makes 
strange bedfellows,” as Dr. Thomas quotes (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 1). And yet it seems not amlikely that 
when they were cleansed, the racial prejudices of the 
{ nine Jews at once asserted themselves. Who were 
they to be lectured on the. subject of gratitude by a 
Samaritan? They would do just what the law com- 
manded—that was enough. he tesson of -true 
brotherhood comes when men give back their lives 
as their “reasonable service” to the Lord who bought 
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show that 
(Dr. Thomas, I, 2). 


(Dr. Thomas, [, 3). 


Christ applied two tests to the lepers. The first 
was the tiet i il 


It was their. that brought needed 
healing - te Dr. as, I, gt Is ay om. 
ing soul mistrusting $ power to save s an 
doubting Christian, in the throes. of suffering or of 
testing, doubting God’s will to make his life one 


of complete success in his service? Do not any 
still and doubt, but move forward and let 

answer and work. Mr. Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, suggested toa 
young college girl who had become infected with 

odernism that she hang up her doubts in a closet 
and shut the door on them, She decided to do this, 
and later came to Mr. Trumbull, saying, “I did hang 
up my doubts, shut the door upon them, and gave 
the key over to the Lord Jesus.” That last was one 
thing more than he had even suggested to her. And 
she added with joy, “When I went to look for them 
oe other day sont was 4% yd of them. there!” 

e¢ is now a volunteer for oreiga missi 
(Dr. Smellie, 2). nn 

There are many very fat gone in sin’s leprosy who 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 4. 


Golden vn ae into his gates with thanksgiving, 





is remarkable that his ascension should be suddenly 


JANUARY 20, 1923 












Luke 17 | 
into his courts with praise : = 


THE GRACE OF GRATITUDE 


Give thanks unto him, and bless his name.—Psalm 100: 4. 








: Psalm sane: : 
:2 Check 10-16; Psalm 116 : 12-14; Matt. 


» 4: 6, 7- 
Panga. Tory, A Mes Wye Won Thanksul 
sson 3 47: 1r-19. 
Memory Verse : Give thanks unto him, and bless his name.— 


f Si 100 : 
Junior Topic : to Thank God. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 11-19 


fe 


Samaria and 12 And as he entered into a certain 
village, there met him ten men that were lepers, who stood 
afar off: 13 and they lifted up saying, Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us. 14 when he saw them, he 
said unto them, Go and show yourselves unto the priests 
“And it came to pass, as they went, they were cleansed. 15 
And one of them, when he saw that he was. healed, turned 
back, with a feud voice glorifying God; 16 and he fell upon 
his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a 
Samaritan. 17 And Jesus ahswering said, Were not the 
tem cleansed? hu’ the nine? 16 * Were there 

‘ give glory to God, save this 


; 
d 
i 


1Or, as he was *Or, through the midst of &c. *Or, 
There were none found . save this stranger. ‘Or, 
alien * Or, saved thee 


American Revision copyright, t90r, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








hear Christ’s word and obey, and who are: healed, but 
who do not successfully .stand the second test, the 
test of love. Draw from: the class possible reasons 
that hindered*the nine from returning ,to say 
“Thank you.” Some of the-reasons are suggested by 
Dr. Smellie (3). Perhaps one other reason was the 
fact that the: lepers wished to. hasten to tell what had 
been wrought for them to those from whom they had 
been separated. 

_The God who created us and who redeemed us by 
his blood seeks from us the adoration, worship, and 
gente that this Samaritan leper lavished upon him. 

ut how famished his heart.must be, and how .we do 
need to sing from the heart rather than with the lips 
a song of Christina Rossetti:¢Dr. Smellie, 4). ‘ 

How easy it-is to underestimate the sin of ingrati- 
tude is made vividly clear by Mrs. Askew in her first 
four points. ; 

Birds express their gratitude to their Cre- 
ator, and never drink from the cool waters of 
the fountain without lifting their heads to heaven, 
but human beings should render to their Saviour a 
better love-¢Round-Table, ‘®). . But, there are some 
animals who do not give thanks! (Reund-Table, 5.) 

When ‘the grateful leper returned ‘to. 2 ss his 

thanks, he needed no longer to stand afar (v. 12), 
but fell prostrate at the feet of Christ (Dr. ‘Thomas, 
I, 8). e aet was expressive of his unspeakable 
adoration. , : 
__ We may get an idea of the sinfulness of ingratitude 
if we analyze some of the forms: that jit takes, and 
then put in contrast the: la blessing that came to 
the get leper through his acknowledgment of our 
Lord’s mercy (Dr. Ill, 7). Automobiles 
help to yin gratitudet (Mr. Ridgway, 1.) Real 
gratitude is well illustrated ‘by what the little gr! 
eee Se geveician sy aed -aegee: Der (Dr. 
Thomas, ITI, 8). 

A double blessing follows for those who stand the 
double test (Dr. Smellie, 6, 6). There are thousands 
who are participating in the benefit of “the things 
of Christ” who have never, however, rendered him 
the gratitude that he deserves. 

is. story pictures the thoughtlessness of the 
church of modern days. If our Lord’s heart can be 
sad amidst glories of heaven, it must be grievin 
over the prayerlessness, lessness, and lack o 
appreciation of their blood-bought salvation on the 
rt of the masses of Christians who profess his 
holy name (Dr. Thomas, I, 6). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


_ Paul struck the paghiost note in the scale of Chris- 
tian gratitude when he sang, “Thanks be to God for 
his unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). How- sad. that 
the world is so full of those who will not sing the 
song of thankfulness, A quartette of ingrates is 
drawn by Dr. Pace in the Cartoon. 

_True gfatitude to God can best be rendered. in 
his presence, whither the healed Samaritan feper went 
back to render it. Let us prove our titude for 
the wonderful fact that Christ will actually live in us 
(Gal. 2:20), and then unceasingly give him praise 
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ap thanks for all he has done and is doing for and 


Teaching Points : 

Are we teful even for the days as they come 
and go, including all the Lord’s weather-phases, and 
for life he lets us live through every twenty- 
four hours? (Roand-Table, 4.) 

Many of us are“ready enough to run to the Lord 
with our troubles and cares, but we forget to share 
with him our joys and blessings (R -Table, 2). 

The one million or more lepers scattered over the 
world must look, now that our Lord himself is as- 
cended, to those of his people in whom he is indwell- 
ing, and who are grateful. enough for having been 
saved from the leprosy of sin to minister cither by 
t or lives of service to these suffer- 
ing ones. e of these lepers are described by Miss 
Homer-Dixon in the One-Minute Mission Talk. Fur- 
ther information of leper need is given in the brief 
article, “To Build a Leper Church,” on page 43. 


A popular error of interpretation of verse 21 should 


be cotrected by teachers. Our Lord would not be 
telling hypocritical Pharisees that the Kingdom of 
Heaven was “within” them! ‘The word should be 


properly translated “among.” 

Expressed gratitude means much to both man and 
God (Mr. Smith, in “Say, Fellows —”). The range 
ought to be from “saying ” thrice ony to giv- 
ing thanks for everything (Family Worship for Wed- 
nesday and Friday). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

How was it that the Samaritan leper was keeping 

a aad with the nine Jewish lepers?, (Dr. Thomas, 


Suppose one of the lepers: had refused’to heed the 
Lord's command to go to the priests? 

What quality did the nine ‘<pers lack that t 
them -from showing gratitude? 6 
_ What is the ratio of out gratitudes to° our bless+ 
ings? (Mrs. Askew, 5.) : 


What is the supreme reason for gratitude on the 
part of all human beings? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PRincipLe oF GENERALIZATION.—Lead the 
pupil to discover the general law indicated by in- 
dividual cases. 











[7 WILL probably be recalled by those who 
followed our Teaching Principle for “some 
that there are two methods of induction or 
ization: induction from a type instance, or 
lice Sse eteenid see oh. capeiienir coat 
e. upon as significant en 
itself to fy the lization that our God 
not only well p when titude is 
but that he expects it from his Creatures. ; 
The generalization may, however, rest upon a much 
broader foundation than this, if we should be able 
to present other instances of his pleasure in 
thankful heart, or displeasure at ingratitude. Fur 
ther, we may study the example of the Lord himself 
finding him giving thanks for common blessings and 
this will our conc . Then 
worth while to have the class help tabulate 
ments from the Word itself emphasizing the beauty 
and the duty of thanksgiving and praise. The Psalms 
are full of it, of course, and in New Tes 
as well, it is made the vestibule to the temple 


prayer. “Enter into his gates with ving, 
and into his courts with “praise,” and with thanks 
ving let your req be made known unto God.” 
us the expectation of the Lord, the example of the, 
Lord, and the exhortation of the Word unite in bring- 
ing us to the conclusion that gratitude is well pleasing 
to God, and is a grace befitting those who are the 
constant recipients of his favor. 

The generalization may be made more compre- 
hensive through illustrations both negative and. posi- 
tive indicating that titude is a characteristic. that 
orings the favor Kg on God vo man,.and is there- 
ore a e to ighly coveted. Opportunity will 
offer ake to stress the fact that gratitude is not in 
word but in deed; and Thanksgiving proclamations 
Mb not atone for national indifference to divine 

vors. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. w. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





|. The Lesson’s Main Message 
NOTHER_ incident of our Lord's journey to 
Jerusalem, but no particulars of place are avail- 
able. At this point, Luke’s. narrative com- 
mences a New cycle (see 9:51 and 13:22). A foot- 
note in Robertson’s new Harmony (p. 139) shows 
how Luke’s account can be combined with that of 
ohn. ; 

The Great Need (vs. 11, 12). The Lord was jour- 
neying to his death with his face “stedfastly set 
(Mark 10: 32) towards Jerusalem. The route was 
notable as the scene of former labors. In an un- 
known village an afflicted company met him, consist- 
ing of nine Jews and one Samaritan, and notwith- 
standing the hostile relations they were together in 
their sad anly through disease. “Adversity makes 
strange bedfellows.” And they stood “afar off” (v. 
12; Lev. 13:46), for leprosy was one of the most 
loathsome diseases, and in some of its forms is in- 
curable. (1) 

The Earnest Cry (v. 13). was t > 
them that they met Christ at this time, and in their 
consciousness of need they cried out, asking for 
“mercy.” Perhaps this particular appeal was due 
to the consciousness of their sin. Their use of the 
words, “Jesus, Master,” suggests their faith in Christ 
and their recognition of his authority. They evidently 
believed he could and would heal them. (2) 

The Prompt rg « ota i: 14). With quick ‘obser- 
vation Christ saw their suffering and knew their need. 
His definite request to them was actuated by a two- 
fold purpose. It would both honor the law ahd also 
test their faith, It was probably necessary for Christ 
to recognize the authorities at this period, in view 
of their intense opposition, and at the same time the 
command would. elicit truth in the men. Usually 
our Lord gave this command after he had healed, but 
in this case he called for their confidence beforehand. 
Faith in’ Christ’s: Word and obedience to‘his will are 
the sure way of blessing. (3) 

The Immediate Outcome (v. 14). They believed 
what Christ had, said, although they were standin 
apart at-a-distance from him,-and they at once obe 
and the result was the blessing of health. We can 
imagine - what’ they must have felt as the glow of 
health returned to their poor leprous bodies. (4) 

The Grateful Acknowledgment (vs. 15, 16). It has 
been suggested that perhaps the ‘man actually went 
to the Samaritan priest, but this is scarcely likely. 
When he *fecognized. that he was healed he turned 
back and expressed his thankfulness. Instead of 
standing afar off (v, 12), he fell at the feet of Christ 
and “glorified ‘God” for his healing. Lowell speaks 
of “the deep religion of @ thankful heart.” (5) 

The Sad Disappointment (vs. 17, 18). Our Lord 
expressed his surprise that only one man, and that a 
Samaritan, had returned. Some-have thought that 
the others underestimated their blessing, or forgot 
their benefactor, or considered acknowledgment un- 
necessary. We can easily imagine the sorrow of 
Christ as he thought of what had happened. (6) 

The Full Reward (v. 19). Not only was the man’s 


It was providential for 


physical as but a larger Sistine was 
given in i power. He obtained moral health 
as well as bodily restoration. 


_Devotional < Psalm tO jae (1) God’s 
Pity, verses 13-16; (2) lovingh €Ss, verse 17; (3) 
righteousness, verse 17; (4) throne, verse 19; (5) 
praise, verses 20-22. 

Books.—“A Modern Student’s Life of Christ,” by 
Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50) ; 
Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $4); Godet's a Ban Luke (Chas. 

t 


cribner’s s, New “York, $6) ; Commentary 
on Luke. (Punk and W: New York, 51 vols, 
2.50 a vol.§ sold only in sets); A Harmony of the 


Gospels, by. Robertson (Geo. H.- Doran Co, New 
York, $2.50, net) ; “A Study of the Miracles,” by Ada 


R. Habershon (Christian Alliance Publishing Co., 
Brooklyn, $1.75) ; “The Miraeles of Our Saviour,” by 
W. M. Ta ‘(Doran, New York, $1.50, net); 


ve ran, 
“Notes on the Miracles,” by Trench (Revell, $1.50). 
Il. Reference Material > 


I Chronicles 29:10-16; Psalm 116:12-14; Matthew 
18:21-35; Philippians 4:6, 7. ils” 

1. 1 Chronicles 29: 10-16. David’s Great Thanks- 
giving: (2) Character, verses 10, 13; (2) causes, 
verses 11, 12; (3) consciousness, verse 14; (4) con- 
fession, verses 15, 16. 

2. Psalm 116: 42-14. (1) The question, verse 12; 
(2) the answer, verses 13, 14. 

3: Matthew 18:21-35. (1) God’s ‘pardon of us; 
(2) our pardon of others. 

4. Philippians 4:6, 7. (1) The command, verse 6; 
(2) the consequence, verse 7. 
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ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: The Grace of Gratitude, 
It is important to notice the contrast between grati- 
tude and its opposite. (1) The sin of ingratitude. It 
takes many forms. Sometimes we think of the gifts 
and not the giver; at other times we take the gifts as 
a matter of course, like health until sickness comes, 
or safety until accident; sometimes we forget our 
mercies in a sy sorrow; and at other times there 
is entire forgetfulness of blessings which we have 
received in answer to prayer. But whatever form the 
ingratitude takes we should face the fact that it is 
sinful, whether it comes from mere thoughtlessness, 
or selfishness, or pride, or procrastination, or forget- 
fulness of Christ in the face of worldly interests. (2) 
The blessing of gratitude. -We see what came to the 
man through his acknowledgment of Christ’s mercy. 
A larger blessing was given; a higher position was 
obtained (near our Lord) ; and a nobler life was .as- 
sured to him. Life is always glorified when praise 
is its keynote, duty changes its aspect, and sorrow 


loses its gloom. serene old lady once said: “I 
keep a ‘pleasure-book’ and put down everything; a 
beautiful sunset, a text, a kind word. re these 


trifles? Yes, but I thank God for such, and thank- 
ing keeps the mind sweet and the heart content.” (7) 


2. Young Pons and Adults: Cultivating the Habit 
of Gratitude, ree words will help us to realize 
our true position: (1), grace; (2) gratis; (3) grate- 
ful.. The first is the cause of the second, and the 
second the cause of the third. We first realize that 
everything we possess is-due to the grace of God, and 
this becomes ours as his gift. The word “freely” in the 
Latin is “gratis” (Rev. 2r:17). The best way of cul- 
tivating the habit of gratitude is “count your bless- 
ings.” A little child was cured in a hospital, and as 
she returned home, she said: “Doctor, my mother 
shali never hear the last of this.” (8) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson — \ 
Several times, Paul burst out with “Thanks be 


God,” and. when all the passages are put together, ) 


they suggest reasons for gratitude. 

1. What? (1) Redemption (2 Cor. 9:15). (2) 
Divine deliverance (Rom. 7:25). (3) Earnest serv- 
ice (1 Tim. 1:12; see also Rom. 6:7; 1 Cor. 15:57; 


|2 Cor. 2:14; 8:16; Phil. 1:3; 2 Tim. 1:3). 


2. How? We must “think” and then “thank.” We 
must prize and then praise. We must consider and 
then confess, ~ 


V:. Leading Questions . 3 

What (if any) meaning is found in the fact that 
one was a Samaritan? | 

How can we explain the faith of the nine with- 
out gratitude? 

What is the literal meaning and spiritual interpre- 
tation of “glorified God”? 

What is the spiritual value of gratitude (1) to 
God? (2) to others?. (3) to ourselves? 

What are the best ways of (1) feeling and (2) 
showing gratitude? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Homer-Dixon 


HERE are other “ten lepers” who are still afar 

off — yea, two million lepers, it is estimated, who 
are waiting for Jesus the-Merciful. And the prom- 
ise is for them! (Acts 2:39.) 

The lepers of India generally live in wretched huts 
some distance from any one else, and it would be 
impossible to imagine any existence on earth more 
miserable. Many lepers complain that the loneliness 
and loathing which is their portion is the worst of 
all suffering. A- Christian doctor writes from the 
= of cases he knows, saying: 

“Fire has burned the clothes.and arms_of a leper 
who-has lost his feet and could not escape. No one 
was helping -him till I came. Another leper who 
had lost his arms was parched with thirst and no 
one gave him drink, in the hottest part of the viilage. 
Another old leper tried to cry for help, but his throat 
was full-of the sores, and his husky voice does not 
go- beyond his lips. Again, a dog has carried away 
the food of a blind, deaf and dumb leper, and I[ 
found the poor man fainting with hunger. Once 
more, a pauper old leper widow is ill, and is rolling in 
filth, Bee oy there is no one to wash her clothes and give 
her food and -medicine. 
how it changes them! One leper was full of sores, 
and could only crawl about on all fours, and the flies 
were tormenting him. He said, ‘Why do you. say, 
Alas, alas? My. heart*is rejoicing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compated with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us!” ia i 

(For this lesson, nothing is more interesting than 
Without the Camp, the quarterly paper of the Mis- 
sion to Lepers, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, of 407 
Confederation Life Building, Toronto, Can.) 


Nracara Fatis, Can. : 


But when they find Christ, ~ 


Strangers Yet 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
T iste is a grim little poem written by the 




































































Russian Turgeniev. It describes how the differ- 
; ent Christian graces were invited to a banquet 
in heaven, and how they gathered in easy and un- . 
constrained fashion because already they knew one 
another so well. But there was an exception. “Ben- 
evolence and Gratitude Alone of all seemed strangers 
yet; They stared when they were introduced: On 
earth they never once had met.” : 

“Never once” is unjust and oversevere; but, none 
the less, Benevolence and Gratitude meet on- earth 
far too seldom. 

We think of two things—the double test which 
soul imposes, and the double blessing which Christ 
confers, 


The double test, first of all, 

There is a test of faith. Jt came to pass that, as 
they went, they were cleansed. A few minutes before 
their hideous disease held them fast in its grip. But 
Jesus had come to the village, outside of which they 
roamed, pariahs and homeless and unclean. They 7 
cried to Him for mercy, and, in reply, he bade them, 
just as they were, make haste to show themselves to 
the priests. They took him at his word although in 
none of them was there as yet a hint of betterment. 
And, going in an obedience which was so. simple and 
so direct, first one and immediately another cried 
out-in a sheer ecstacy of joy, “i am cured!” (1) 

Such a faith as this Christ cannot but approve 
and reward, It does not wait for evidence that will 
convince the senses and appease the questions of the 
mind. It does not halt till there is some feeling and 
inward assurance of recovery. It hears the Lord’s 
commandment, and responds to it there and then, 
As they went, they were cleansed. (2) 2 

But, following the test of faith, is a test of love, 
They all emerged victoriously from the former trial} 
only one survived the -latter —the despised stranger 
among them, the Samaritan. He turned back, glori- 
fying God with a loud voice, and fell down on his 
face, giving Jesus thanks. As for. the .rest, they 
pushed on their way unmindfyl and ungrateful. Per- 
haps they remembered that Christ was narrowly 
watched, and that to receive a cure from him was 
an offense to many. Or they were afraid that he 
who had given them health might claim and demand 
their loyalty and obedience...Or. they..were impatient 
of delays that detained them from the promot'on of 
their business interests. Or, because the pressure of 
urgent need was past, they told themselves that they 
could now dispense with their Benefactor. (3) 

Whatever their reason, they were entirely wrong, 
and the Samaritan was entirely right. © Christ asks 
for more than our faith, He seeks, as he deserves, 
our love.- The faith believesiin his marvels, but the 
love believes in himself; it simply cannot do without 
him; it lavishes its answering affection on him with- 
out stint or measure. How well it understands Chris- 
tina Rossetti’s song, “O Jesu, better than thy gifts 
Art Thou, thine only Self, to us”! (4) 


But, next, there is the double blessing. 

On all of those leprous men without exception 
Christ bestowed the gift of miracle. They trusted 
his supernatural and extraordinary skill. They were 
confident that in him they had a Physician who could 
deal triumphantly with even such an incorrigible, 
festering, hateful malady as theirs, And their ex! 
pectations were not disappointed. He. worked for 
them his wonder of deliverance. Plenty of people 
resemble them thus far. They accept the gift of mir- 
acle from a Lord whose greatness they are quick to 
acknowledge; and they rejoice in the rich and vari- 
ous boons which the gift imparts. The Gesta’ Christ, 
his deeds of power, his marvels and achievements in 
society, the transformations he has ‘wrought, the phys- 
ical and moral leprosies he has expelled and is ex- 
pelling from the world—these are innumerable, and 
bear glorious witness to his authority, his mighti- 
ness, and. his compassion. And we may recognize 
them nunhesitatingly, and be really glad of them, and 
take our own places among those who are deep in the 
debt of One who has made them current coin. (5) 

But we are not necessarily his true disciples on this 
account. We are only his disciples. when, I'ke. the 
Samaritan, we falt prostrate before him. and pour 
into his ears the thanksgivings of our very souls: 
Then he adds to his blessing of miracle the deeper 
blessing of salvation, personal and full. It grieves 
him to see the majority contented with the smaller 
boon; but. what a satisfaction to Christ. it is when 
this man and that tell him that he-himself is all they 
want! These are the men whom he saves in the 
profoundest sense. ‘ To their outspoken confession, 
their single-eyed devotion, he says, Arise, go thy 
way; thy faith—not in my conspicuous powers 
merely; but in Me thy Lover and thy Lord —hath 
made thee whole. And henceforward his redemption 
is Ours, to cover the whole of our nature and to last 
through the whole of our history. Better a hundred 
times to keep company with the one captured and pas- 
sionate heart, than with the nine “heart sunkind, kind 
deeds with coldness still returning”! (6) 


Car_uKke, SCOTLAND. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway . 


. ‘Simn—There met him ten men that 
ag lepers, who stood afar off (v. 12). 
t has 


for leprosy. We all hope it is true. But 
from Naaman’s day to Jesus’ day there 
was only one sure cure, and that cure 
was upon the dusty roads of Syria where 
Heaven walked in_prophet and King. 
“There met him.” Did not catch up wi' 
him. _They were going in the opposite 
direction, rosy never catches up with 
a cure. Hasn’t the ean. Sin has to meet 
Salvation. Pal like Opportunity. You 
must meet Opportunity and grasp her by 
the forelock, as some one has said, for 
‘she is bald behind. If it turns-out to 
‘be true that a cure for leprosy has been 
discovered we will say in the common 
speech of the land, “Medicine is now 
MEETING the case.” When the ten hope- 
less ones met Jesus and cried, the gra- 
‘cious work of healing was done instantly. 
“She only touched the hem. of his gar- 
ment as through the crowd she SS 
you may remember (Matt. 9: 20-22). 
This is the way Jesus does it with our 
-sin, when our sin drives us to meet him 
with gur cry. And there is our sin awa 
‘down the road, far off, crawling in all 
its . blackness, - foulness, dirtiness, and 
‘ ‘ugliness; shouting _“Unclean, unclean!” 
But that makes no difference with Him. 
“On he comes as we confess our vileness 
’ -and the sin evaporates in. the sunshine of 
’ his great love. And then behold a. new 
‘creation moving in Christian manhood 
‘upon life’s dusty highway. 

” A Searce Article.—One of them... 
turned back , . . giving him thanks (vs. 
‘15, 16). That is the same proportion to 
this day. Ten percent of the folks you 
help will be “much obliged to you” in 
their hearts. Gratitude is not a plenti- 
‘ful virtue. Go on the man’s note nine 
times and refuse the tenth, and you know 
_what kind of a what-you-may-call-it you 
are, There is no ome or the nine 
risks you took, and you have lost your 
“friend.” Which; of course,“is nothing 
to cry about. Just a little weeding out 
of friendship’s garden. Some natures 
‘can never forgive him who -has helped 
‘them (Num. 16: 12-14; Eccl. 9: 14-16). 
I know of a man in a high place who 
walked all over God’s laws and scorned 
“the church. One day, like the Prodigal, 
he came to himself. He discovered that 
every advancement he had ever had in 
his successful career had come at: the 
hands of a Christian man. He had been 
mete. | his . “gratitude”. by tramping 
under his feet those things his bene- 
factors held most precious. If -he gave 
a party he put fishhouse punch in the 
front hall for beginners and on the side- 
board sixteen-mule team real thing for 
‘the “roughnecks.” He played golf all 
“day Sunday, riding out to the country 
club while the “decent” people were on 
-their way to church. That is how he 
showed his gratitude. But he got into 


stated that modern medical | 
science has at last discovered a serum) 


Illustra 
Golden Text are specially 





a Billy Sunday meeting ene night and 
found that good old sawdust trail. That 
is how he came to tell us all about it. | 
Gratitude is a Christian grace. It is only! 
the Christian that falls upon -his knees | 
it the stormy days to thank God fof -the | 
sunshiny days. It is only the man with} 
the Christian spirit who thanks the:store- 
keeper for trusting him for fifty-one! 
weeks when he shuts down on him: the 
fifty-second week. Yes, gratitude is as 
scarce as real friendship. 


Ingratitude.—W ere not ten cleansed? 
but where are the nine? (v. 17.) Some 
years ago I became interested in a young 
man who was “crazy” for an education. 
I loaned him the money, taking his note. 
He finished his course. Got a fine posi- 
tion. Then an automobile. And finally 
a wife. I have not seen nor heard of 
him in five or more years. I still have 
the note. I have never asked for pay- 
ment. Things like this make good open- 
hearted and open-handed men Who are | 
not Christians hard and cynical. They 
have been “stung.” The sting of ingrat- 
itude is worse than a yaller-jackét sting. 
And, that is saying a whole fot. _“Amer- 
ica can afford it,” says ungrateful Eu- 
rope. “Ridgway ean afford it,” says the 
boy I helpéd as he spends the money 





for gas, tires, and repairs. No, alb boys 


don’t “sting” benefactors. Ten percent 
do not. But where are the nine? (1) 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
is oe 
The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two. dollars for the st one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will sent for 
ten cents in etaespe. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the 
tors, which might otherwise available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that of the text indicated in 
the list after word “Print.” 


the 

des: though 
some on the Golden Text are 2 needed. 
Should We Speak i 
thanks (v. 16). A dumb love is accept- 
able only from the lower animals.—From 
Henry van Dyke. Sent by. Mrs, M. 
Watts, Streatham Hill, London, Eng. (1) 


One Sided.—Where are the nine? (v. 
17.) A farmer who took a farm on 
2 EN at the end of the year brought 
to the owner all the thistles and tares, 
while he kept the good grain for him- 
self, Do we bring all our troubles and 
cares to the tort but forget to share 
our joys and blessings with him?—Sent 
by E. Hooey, Toronto, Can. (2) 


Modern Lepers.—Were not the ten 
cleansed? but where are the nine? (v. 
17) The steamer “Lady Elgin” was 
sinking. It was a oy | évening in early 
September. She was brilliantly lighted 
and loaded with excursionists. She had 
almost reached Chicago, but before help 
coyld be put out she would be gone 
and the crowd upon. the shore watch 
her, powerless to betp, But not all of 
them were helpless. Two brothers, stu- 
dents in_a theological seminary, plunged 
throygh the crowd with a rope in their 
arms. Nat, the elder, a powerful man 
and a trained swimmer, leaped into the 
waves. Inch by inch he fought his way 
through until he reached the ship and 
climbed aboard. A moment later he 
plunged back with a woman in his arms. 
The crowd hauled him in, choking and 
cold, but still strong. Again he plunged 
in, and again and again. Seventeen wo- 


Out?—Giving him| $4 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


men and children he brought to shore. 
At last he sank exhausted. Yet still the 
cries rang in his ears. After a bit he 
raised himself arid again plunged in. 
Again and again. Twenty-three human 
lives Nat Spencer saved before his 
str entirely left him. For weeks 
he lay delirious. The twenty-three 
whom he saved scattered to their 
homes. The bodies of the three hun- 
dred who were lost had been tossed 
up by the waves, the nation had begun 
to forget the ay oo But the twenty- 
three whom he had saved, surely they 
did not forget? Surely they were grate- 
ful? This is simple solemn truth 
about those twenty-three: Not one of 
them ever came back to thank Nat Spen- 
cer for what he had done. Not one of 
them even wrote him a letter. Nat Spen- 
cer went out into life an invalid, having 


given his strength for twenty-three peo-. 


ple who did not'so much as say “Thank 
you.”—From the Woman’s Home Com- 
nion. Will the reader who sent this 
illustration please forward name and ad- 
ances to the Editor? Prize illustration. 

) 

Giving Thanks Always.—Enter into 
his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise: give thanks unto him, 
and bless is name (Golden Text). At 
one of the afternoon meet at Kes- 
wick this. summer when . Griffith 
Thomas was the speaker, torrential rain 
beating upon the canvas of the tent 
threatened to cause disappointment. by 
making the words from the platform in- 
audible. But when Dr. Thomas arose 
he asked the oomeeion to repeat 
aloud the words: ‘ s ss the day that 
the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and 
be glad in it."—From the Christian. Sent 
by M. J. James, Toronto, Can, (4) 


Those Who Don’t Return Thanks.— 
Give thanks unto him (Golden Text). 
An honest farmer was asked to dine with 


}-a. gentleman, and there asked a blessing 


at table as he was accustomed to do at 
home. His ‘host said jéeringly, “That is 
old-fashioned, it is not customary nowa- 
days for well-educated people to pray at 
table.” The farmer answered that with 
him it was customary, but that some of 
his household never prayed over their 
food. “Ah, then,” said the gentleman, 
“they are sensible and enlightened. Who 
are they?” The farmer answered, “They 
are my pigs.”"—From the London Sun- 
day School Times, Sent by the Rev. 
J. A. Clerk, Elland, Yorks, Eng, (3) 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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From the : Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heavey 
Father, we pray that thou wilt forgive 9, 
heedless and thoughtless way of receiyis 
thy good gifts. We want to thank thee ,, 
for permitting us still to have the privile, 
of thanking thee at all. We beseech 4} 
forgiveness for the easy and self-confid 
way in which we have received thy gj 
often without remembering thee at all. 
would be reminded to-day of thy daily » 
vision for our needs, and of ali the merc; 
ways over which thou hast led us. It ; 
with ‘hearts filled with gratitude at hj 
moment that we look up to thee. We praj 
thy name for thy great goodness to us yw) 
are so undeserving: Teach us, we beseeg 
thee, the deep blessings of thankfulness, 
that especially when the way seems dar 
according to the standards of the world, 
may just then and there be praising 4; 
name and giving thee thanks for all t) 
thou art doing for us. Thou art more inte, 
ested in our loved ones and in our neg 
of every kind than we are. We pray th, 
we may not forget what thou art doing dy 
by day, in the simple as well as in the ve 
special things for which our prayers are 
fered. We do indeed enter into thy gat, 
with thanksgiving this day and into +) 
courts with praise, in the name of our Lo 
Jesus, Amen. 

After the Lesson.— When we w 
small ayy A =o ae viel 
gave us a you remember ho 
we used to catch it, and perhaps 
away with it to look it all over just } 
ourselves? — would turn , 
around again, and say, “But you. forgo 
to say thank you”! re was a m 
ment of hesitating, and out came a ve 
short “Thank you,” and in a second 
were back with the gift again, thinki 
only of that. How long it did take 
to remember the giver as well as th 
gift! Even now when some of us an 
older and we have actually prayed 
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UNTO HIM 
































God for a blessing we believe-is needed 
and he has granted: the blessing. in 
wonderful way, we catch at it and 
away with it, like heedless children, with 
out stopping .to thank him with all ou 
hearts for what he has dene, It is on 
of the graces that our parents had t 
teach to most of us, to be really thank 
ful to others. It is one of the grace 
that come to us as we learn the Lori 
Jesus, and fake him as our. Saviour, a 
follow in his footsteps. Are we heet- 
less about giving thanks to God? A dea 
old teacher, President of one of the The: 
ological Seminaries, said to the write 
of these little platform talks years ago 
that he believed that every prayer ougit 
to begin with thanksgiving, so that eve 
since: that day the prayers in this con 
nection have nearl, always begun wit 
a word of thanksgiv‘ug. it was a less 
needed just then by writer of thes 
words. Perhaps. it -is a lesson need 
by dthers, not only in the Sunday-scho 
but elsewhere. t us remember 
thank God, day by day, for all the wor 
derful things that has done for 
Let us thank him now! 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Praise Him, praise Him!” 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 
“Hark! ten thousand harps and voices.” 
‘Is it the crowning day?” 

“I walk with the King.” 

“There’s a wideness.” 

“Blessed be. the Name.” 

“Holy, Holy, Holy.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in pat 
entheses, refer. to the headings and numbe 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set ‘ 
music, including also some other parts 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published bi 
the United Presbyterian rd of Public 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Our Sovereign and Maker” (2093 : 1-3). 


Re £ Psalm 100 :' 
“All His Benefits” (231 : 1-3). 
Psalti 116 : 12° 











“Kings of Kings” (277 : 1-3). 
Psalm 136 : 1-4, 23% 
“Whom I Have Believed” (25 : 1-4). 


‘ Psalm 16 : 6% 
“The Story of Thy Love” (204 : 1-3). 
Psalm 145 :§-# 
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- ciples were journeying near a village of 
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Lesson for February 4 
Luke 17 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


VERY sad disease was in the lan 
where Jesus went about doing 

People who had leprosy were sent away 

from the cities and villages to live among 

other lepers in huts and caves. When 
lepers saw an y else coming near 
-they warned t by calling, Unclean, 
Unclean. i 
them sometimes put food or clothing 
near the roadside. After they had passed 
the lepers would pick them up and car 
them back to their caves or huts. 
leper’s life was very sad and hopeless. 
Lesson Teaching.—People should thank 
those who help them. 
Lesson Story,—Jesus, the great teacher, 
had finished telling stories to the 
who crowded to listen. He and his dis- 
Samaria. Wherever he went, people 
who had heard about him wanted to see 
and hear him. -Near this village was a 
leper colony, where there were ten men 
who were lepers. 

They must have heard about the kind- 
ness Of Jesus and his power to heal.. 
When they learned that he was passin 
they did not dare to go near, but stood 
afar off and shouted, Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us. 

Jesus saw and heard them, so he stop- 
ped and called back, Go, show yourselves 
unto the priests. These priests were 
something like our health officers, who 
tell people when the quarantine cards 
may be taken down and when ple in 
that home may -mix again with other 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 








The. Ten Lepers 











People who felt sorry for passed 
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folks, Whenever.anybody was cured of 
leprosy he had to show himself to the 
priest and get permission to mingle with 
other people. 

When Jesus told those ten lepers to 
go and show themselves to the priest 
they knew what it meant. They started 
together. On the way they felt that 
they were cleansed and healed. Nine of 
‘them went on, but one felt so happy that: 
he wanted to thank Jesus before. he 
: out of ‘sight. This one man 
turned back, and with a loud voice be- 
ry to thank God for his healing. When 

came to Jesus he knelt before him 
to give thanks. He was a Samaritan. 

‘Jesus asked, Were there not ten 
cleansed? Where are the nine? Then 
he turned to his traveling companions 
and said, Only this one stranger returned 
to give thanks to God. Then he said to 
the happy Samaritan, Arise, Go your 
way; your faith has made you well. 

After the Story—Ilf it is right. to 
thank God when he heals our sickness, 
ought we not to thank him for the many 
days that he keeps us well and strong? 
Every mornitig we may say: é. 

“Father, we thank thee for the night, 

And for the pleasant morning light, 

For rest and food and loving care 

And all that makes this world so fair.” 

Every mealtime we may give thanks: 

“God is great and God is good 
And we thank him for our food.” 

When we come to church and Sunday- 
school we may say: Enter into his gates 
with thanksgiving. Give thanks unto 
him and bless his name; also, Praise: ye 
the Lord, O give thanks unto the Lord, 
for he is good. 

We want to be polite enough. to thank 
our relatives and friends when they do 
kind things for us; surely.we ]i want 
to thank otir Heavenly Father, God, for 
all his’ goodness. 
* We may thank -him to-day because 
some doctors have found a cure for lep- 
fosy, for many people still suffer from 
it in other lands. It is a kind of ‘oil 
which comes from .a few trees which 


“grow in a faraway. country. Not enough 


trees have, been found. yet. to furnish 
oil enough to cure all the lepers. Seeds 
are being planted to. raise more trees, 
We can ask God to help the people to 
knaw how, to care for thosé 
that they may live and produte oil. 

If time permits, slips of paper may’ be 
distributed on which the children may 
indicate by drawing or writing five or 


ten things for which they are thankful. | 


Peorta, Itt. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Ingratitude a “scarlet” sin. 
2. Gratitude a cure for covetousness. 
3. Gratitude a door to faith. 








6¢CYCARLET sins!” To her girl's ears 

that phrase always brought to mind 
those horrid, outbreaking ¢rimes. so ex- 
plicitly forbidden in commandments six 
through ten, with emphasis on six, seven, 
and eight. And though she loved that} 
hymn which so pleadingly repeats Isa-| 
iah’s great invitation.to the “scarlet” sin- 
ner (Isa. 1:18) to come and have his 
sins “though they be red like crimson” | 
made “as white as wool,” it was of such! 
law-breaking sinners, never of herself, 
the quiet, Sina tovin , Christian girl, 
that she always thoug 
it. (1) 

What a shock, mentally and spiritually, 
she got one Sunday morning in hearing 
her young pastor, preaching upon that 
very text in Isaiah, -claim that the “scar- 
let sins” of which the prophet was speak- 
ing were certain ones the Israelites were 
commonly guilty of and equally so God’s 
people to-day —ingratitude, rebellion 
against God’s providences, and hypocrisy 
in religious matters! (2) 

Ingratitude; just that negative fault, 
that failure to see and appreciate God's 
blessings, one of the three worst sins 
a child of God can be guilty of, one so 
“crimson” with sin in his sight that ‘he 
offers to wash it “white as snow” in the 


when she sang 





trees, so} 


help our girls to see that to-day, that 
their whole lives may be liberated from 
the blinding sin of unthankfulness. How 
shall we do it? In two ways: (3) 


2. First, we may realize how fearful 
a sin ingratitude is by seeing from how 

reat a sin its opposite will deliver us. 
Next to the great sin, unbelief, our Book 
has more to say against covetousness than 
any other sin. And covetousness and true 
gratitude cannot live in the heart at the 
same time, For true gratitude removes 
our affections from the things of life to 
the Giver of every good and perfect 
gift and so frees our hearts from such 
a “love of money” as “is a root of 
all kigds of evil.” - Not one of us 
would willingly admit that we are covet- 
ous, yet how lightly we regard our ac- 
knowledged ingratitude! Another proof 
of how easily our hearts can and do de- 
ceive us! (4) 

3. Second, we have this clear-cut lit- 
tle story from Luke’s pen, dramatizin 
for us this very sin as am saw it, an 
then his own direct comment ™ on it. 
Have it told vividly, in class, as your 
lesson illustratton for the day — you can- 
not get a better “story” for your need — 
so that your girls cannot help seeing 
those nine ungrateful men going their 
self-centered way, in strong contrast to 
the one whose ie compelled him to 
return to thank the Deliverer from his 
hideous disease—and he a_ despised 
Samaritan! No more forceful illustra- 
tion could be made to order, even in 
one of Jesus’ marvelous little parables, 
yet note that this is not a parable to teach 
us a truth —it is life, living before our 
eyes, life as our Saviour sees it every 
day and in so many hearts. Not only 
must he note that one in ten alone re- 
members the Saviour who delivers them 
all, but do we not forget him (we who 
love him, professedly )at least niné times 
out of every tén.that he blesses us? 
Help the girls to think that through, in 
their own lives — what is thé proportion 
of gratitude they remember .to express 
to God compared with what they receive 
ftom him? For.it.is possible that those 
other nine felt grateful to Jesus as they 
went on their way, cleansed, but it was 
the one who “returned to give glory to 
God.” (5) 

Last, notice what a further and greater 
blessing this Samaritan’s gratitude 
opened the way for — the forgiveness of 
his sins, his complete salvation! What 
is not God ready to pour out upon grate- 
ful hearts that give him thanks! For 
such hearts are ready to receive, prove 
that they are by that very act, so that 
God can give, and give again, to them! 

Home Study 

Make a list, in writing, of your great- 
est blessings, and then a list of the best 
Ways you can “give thanks” to God for 
them, besides speaking your gratitude in 
prayer: 

Decatur, Ga. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


~ 











How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
: Beginning: Pigs and acorns. 


* Discussion: What has a boy of to-day 
to be grateful for, unknown to the boys 
of forty years ago? Thirty years ago? 
Twenty years age? What have the boys 
of your town to be thankful for espe- 
cially? Wherein consists the sin of in- 
gratitude? Wherein the evil results? 
Objective: The cultivation of-a grate- 
ful spirit. 














cleansing blood of the Lamb! Let us 


AY, fellows, ever see a pig muntch-) 

ing acorns? Perhaps you have. Ever | 
see it look up to the oak boughs from | 
which the acorns fell? You never did. | 
Pigs are not built that way. They have | 
a thick and thankless neckoand a greedy | 
stomach. They go together —that kind | 
of a neck and that kind of a stomach. | 
When a pig. gets enough acorns it hunts 
a corner and lies down to sleep, lazily 
grunting its satisfaction, never thinking 
of the oak. again uritil it -wants more 
acorns, 

But of course, fellows, you would not 
expect a pig to know anything about 
gratitude. Sometimes a dog seems to 
show gratitude, but never a pig. 





| one was a Samaritan. Perhaps the Sa- 


-yourself 4nd your 
- casionally buy Mother a little gift and 


_ That he is God, and that he gives 


4\ 


Only one out of the ten cured lepers 
came k to thank the Lord who gave 
them new bodies and new life,— and that 


maritan realized that he had no claim on - 
Jesus, who was a Jew, and it seemed 
all thé more remarkable that Jesus 
should have included him in the bless- 
ing. You ‘know there was strong class 
prejudice, and the Jews had no dealings 
with the Samaritans. 

Now, fellows, here is where you want 
to think hard, for you husky rousters 
in the onrush of vigorous youth are 
likely grievously to fall short on this 
very poi. Listen: do you know that 
expressed owe is one of the clear 
marks of “a g sport”? It goes with 
true conrage and everything else that is 
worth while. ' 

Every fellow that has gotten any- 
where, who can do. anything to be glad 
about, is under a debt of gratitude to 
‘some one, perhaps to several —and 
sometimes to many. If he is a- true 
sport he will never lose sight of that. 
And over and above all, he owes to God 


eenegy | praise and service. If he is 
honest, he will rejoice in paying back.all 
that he can. 


Ever think what you owe .to. your 
mother and father? Do you fellows 
make it a point to show gratitude to 
them? Some of you are now. beginning 
to earn a little money. I suppose you 
are saving some, if you are wise. ~Per- 
haps you are beginning to buy your own 
clothes— and that is commendable — but 
do you spend all your spare money on 
irl? Or do you oc- 


slip it to her plate at the breakfast table 
—just a sort of surprise, you. know! 
Or perhaps some evening you will bring 
home a quart of fresh oysters for stp- 
per — Dad likes them. These may seem 
to be trifles, but they mean a lot —a ‘fot 
for you and a lot for them. Here’s what 
such trifles say: “You've done a lot for 
me, an@ you've spent a lot for me; I 
can’t return it all, but I. want to show 
how. glad I am that I can begin in a 
small:way to pay back.” Or, maybe new 
and.then some nice little thing for sis- 
ter. She has borne a-lot-from you, and 
many times she has been kind. Don’t 
give all the candy to some other boy’s 
sister. Remember the homefolks; you 
will enjoy that, fellows —not only now, 
but in after years you will like to think 
about it. 

These are just the by-products of. the 
real gratitude which is due to God. Cul- 
tivate the habit of gratitude; it responds 
to cultivation, and the more vigorous its 
growth the more it finds to be grateful 
for; thus the secret of a happy life. 

Greensporo, N. C. 


If We Believe— 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 


F WE believe that Jesus died, 
And that he rose again, 
That he was scourged and crucified 
To save the souls of men— 
With grateful thanks we'll raise our voice, 
With saints who've gone before : 
“Thy Name is blest! Our hearts rejoice, 
And shall forevermore!” 


If we believe that Jesus lives, 
And sits at God’s right hand, 


His people strength to stand ; 

The love that Springs up in the heart, 
The sight of human woe, 

Will cause our laggard feet to start 
Thy path of long ago. 


If we believe that Jesus comes 
In glory all his own, 
That far away the advent-drums 
Proclaim the hastening throne ; 
Our cry shall be, * Oh, soon appear ! 
Thou Bright and Morning Star, 
And help us, sifice Thy feet are near, 
To bear Thy Name afar !’’ 


If we believe that evermore, 
Till time shall melt away, 

Glad notes of praise from shore to shore 
Shall glorify the day ; 

That loved ones saved by Jesus” death 
Will stand before the throne ; 

Our lives will say with every breath, 
* The glory is Thine own !’’ 
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All’ questions are to be sent’to the Ways of Working Editor 


Marion Lawrance, Hugh Cork 
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Ask Marion Lawrance! 
coming Siecer aos ad“ 
Michigan,—I am writing to agk you to ad- 

vise us how to get the most*out of a class 
being organized for Sanday-schoel teachers, 
to study the lesson and help the young girls 
who feel they do not know how to present 
the lesson to advantage to their classes. How 
would you advise us to conduct such a class? 
Should we have a leader to give the lesson? 
—Mrs. H. K. 

UEH a class as you suggest is most 

desirable and profitable, if properly 

conducted. Even though the teachers 
present do not all use the same lesson, 
nevertheless they will get much help if 
you have a wise leader. The principles 
of teaching are the same, whether one 
is’ teaching. children or: young people. 
The applications of those principles dif- 
fer with the ages, conditions, and the 
like, of the various classes and pupils. 
For this reason, a practical talk on any 
phase of teaching will help all the 
teachers: who are present. ‘ 

Nevertheless there is a special advant- 
age in the teachers of young girls, for 
example, of about the same age com- 
ing together and discussing their own 
peculiar problems and conditions, - The 
best’ feature of such a conference will 
result from the personal experiences of 
the teachers. If all the teachers are 
present, they will be very free to cite 
individual cases and indicate the method 
of treatment. In this way, everybody 
is helped. ¢: 

It is not absolutely necessary to give 
the -lesson, and, indeed, if the -school is 
graded, they would not-all have the same 
lesson, anyway, unless the group is madé 
up of those ‘in one department, and, in- 
deed, in one vear of that department. 

I am assuming that the teachers of 
these young girls are, for the most part, 
women, as they should be. Such a group 
would -find it especially helpful to in- 
vite some. of the mothers of the girls 
in the classes, and maybe some of the 
teachers themselves would .be mothers 
of girls of about the age that is being 
considered.. You will get a great deal 
of wise counsel from these mothers if 
you take them into your confidence and 
give them to understand that: your whole 
purpose is to help their daughters. 

Perhaps you could call such a class 
“The Problem Class.” At any rate, the 
idea is good, no matter what you call 
the class, and I.am sure you will receive 
a great deal of benefit from it. 


Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by Hugh Cork 
Ways of Working Editor of 
The Sunday School Times 
Can you give us: some. suggestions as to a 
urch council. and its program of 
work? 

"FHE local Church Council is being 
introduced more and more into 
smaller as well as larger churches. It 
is usually composed of the pastor, the 
Sunday-school superintendent, the heads 
of each church organization beside the 
Sunday-school, such as the Christian En- 
deavor, the Brotherhood, the Home and 
Foreign Missionary Societies, the Wo- 
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men’s League, the Ushers’ Association, 
and so on. The Fg! is usually the 
presiding officer. meetings are held 
monthly, with a banquet at the annual 
business meeting, when the full program 
for the church year is outlined and ap- 
proved. 

In such a federation of local church 
activities it is quite necessary that the 
work of each organization shall be care- 
fully outlined, and in such a way _ that 
it will not overlap on the work of other 
organizations, but fit into its place as a 
part of the whole.- 

At. the monthly meetings a report of 
the developments of the work is called 
for from the head of each organization, 
and as each report is checked up, com- 
mendation, suggestions, and construct- 
ive criticism are offered. ; 

Then if. “missions” has been the main 
thought of the month, a missionary en- 
thusiast is the speaker of the evening. 
If “Daily mney, then it may be the 
city librarian. If “Training Children $5 
then the superintendent of schools. ~ If 
“Evangelism,” then the address may be 
by a real soul-winner. Make every min- 
ute count for some definite part of the 
church’s activities, and your workers 
will let nothing keep them from the 
meetings. 

we 


Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 
Former Chairman of the Home Department 
. Committee of the International Sunday School 
; ation 
» 1, While speaking with a prominent Sun- 
day-school worker recently, I asked him why 
so little was said about the Home Depart- 
ment nowadays, both in conference and con- 
ventions, and he answered me _ rather 
sharply: “Because the department has little 
bearing on-the new plans of religious edu- 
cation.” We got into a heated argument-on 
the question, afid I would like to know your 
opinion about his statement. 


2. Also, one of my Visitors has moved to 
a near-by town, but she still comes ‘up once 
a Quarter to attend to her district. How- 
ever, during the Quarter, if any of her mem- 
bers are sick or special notices are to go 
out,.the other Visitors have to attend to it 


for her, and it is not very satisfactory. Do | 


you think I ought to ask her to resign? 
She still belongs to our church—A New 
York Inquirer. 
| ATTENDED a conference recently in 
the Chambers Wylie Church in Phila- 
delphia. _The audience was made up 
largely of ministers and Sunday-school 
workers. The address that received the 
Closest attention, and by every indication 


was most appreciated, was delivered bya | 
minister, who stressed the responsibil-; 


ity of the home. He made the state- 


ment that after all there was no organ-| 
ization which ever had or ever could! 


substitute for or take the place of the 
home, and that the most important fac- 
tars in religious education are the par- 
ents, in spite of all that is being said to 
the contrary. 

A prominent minister in the same city, 
popular as a preacher with the transient 
public, with a very large church-mem- 
bership and Sunday-school, made a state- 
ment recently that within ten years we 
would be placing the emphasis on, the 
training of parents for their responsi- 
bility as'Christian educators, and, said he, 
“Tt is a pity that we:are not advanced 
enough now to do so.” 

A county Sunday-school president of 
western Pennsylvania made the. state- 
ment in June that he had béen in Sun- 
day-school work for thirty years, that 
he had followed the Sunday-school ef- 
forts through the popular movement on 
method, then on: grading, then: on, the 
efficiency agitation, and been vitally in- 
terested in the present movernent, but, 
said he, “I would, excuse any child from 
Sunday-school attendance if I had posi- 
tive proof that his parents were’ ful- 
filing their duty as spiritual and relig- 


| child would be the gainer by it. 
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ious teachers in the home. We are not 
now training our children for respon- 
sible Christian parenthood; we are giv- 
ing them little or no example in the 
home, and yet we all agree that nothing 
can take the place of the home. The 
Many 
of my teachers are very young girls, 
some of them in the first year in high 
school, with little or no life experience, 
while the parents of many of our chil- 
dren are educated amd of splendid abil- 
ity, but so very indifferent.” ‘ 

I make no apology for repeating this 
statement, that, as Sunday-school work- 
ers, we have but faintly seen the vision 
of what this department could do.if we 
gave to it the same time for study and 
promotion that we have given to other 
departments. Instead of having no place 
in religious education, it must eventually 
become the greatest factor in it, 

2. If your Visitor was regularly ap- 
peented and accepted the responsibility 
or the care of her district, she ought 
to realize that the work at the end of 
the Quarter is not the only work of the 
Visitor. Still I can understand how it 
would be embarrassing for you to ask 
her to resign, as she still holds member- 
ship in the church. I have found that 
perfect frankness is the best policy in 
all such matters. Show her that the in- 
terest of the department is paramount 
to any pleasure she gets out of it; that 
her members cannot feel at liberty to 
call for her help because of the dis- 
tance, and that in various ways naturally 
the work in her district is neglected. If 
you have a correspondence class, why 
not give her that, and so retain her in 
the Council? 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


One member of our class studies the les- 
sons well and manifests splendid interest in 
our class work, but always absents himself 
from the examinations.’ He promises to 
come, but always finds something to keep 
him away that night. We have done every-. 
thing we know to persuade him to take the 
e inations, but have failed. What is your 
advice in this matter? 
|¢ IS most encouraging. that your stu- 

dent continues to attend the class 
meetings and manifests so much interest 
in the studies.. He will- be helped by the 
course whether he takes the. official. ex- 
aminations or. not.:. I would not use too 





much pressure -as to his taking the ex- 
aminations. 

It would be-helpful to. the entire class 
| and might give this student the confi- 
dence he: needs if you will. occasionally 
give them. a written test when.they. are 
| not expecting it. When you come to the 
time for lesson study say, “This evening 
I am going to give you an: opportunity 
to test your knowledge of the eight les- 
sons we have covered. I have written 
on the blackboard twenty questions; that 
is the number given in. the offical ex- 
aminations. These questions I am us- 
ing are not those that will be given in 
the regular examination, but are just 
as difficult. If you can answer these 
| questions you will doubtless be able to 
pass the official examination with good 

ades.” 

Tell the class to write the answers on 
paper you have provided. Say that you 
would be glad to have them hand the 
papers to you, that you may indicate to 
them how well they have done, but if 
they prefer not to do that permit them to 
retain the paper, that they may compare 
with the text-book.- Such a test will 
help the student to detect-on what part 
of the work he is weak, and will en- 
courage him to pew efforts. After your 
backward pupil has found that he can 
answer the questioris on paper he may 
be more ready to try the regular. ex- 
amination. ‘a 


‘ 
You will not wish to put off any longer 


let for 1923, with its unexcelled plan for 
memorizing Scripture, It may. be se- 
cured. from The Sunday School Timés 
Company, 1031.Walnut Street, Philadel- 





phia, at $2.a dozen, $15 @ hundred, or 20 
cents each: 


ordering. the: Bible Success Band Book-| - 
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By H. McAllister Griffiths A 
you 
February 11. ssons from the Psalms. 

The Senin Psalm. Psa. 145 : - you 


(Consecration moatiog) you 
February 18. $50,000 for Improving Our Com. 

munity: How Should We od it? Gen, 

439° Cel 


Sunday, February 4 
What Is tt Chief Value og Christian 


ndeavor 
(1 Tim. 6: 11- 6) 
(Christian Endeavor Day. Decision 
Day) 
Mon.—Testimony (Rom. 16 :9-12). ° The Di. 
vine command to us is t we shoul 
both believe in the heart and declare th 
belief by word of mouth. 
Tues.—Training (1 Tim. 4:9+16). “Be dil. 
gent in these things; give thyself wholly 
to them; that thy progress may be man} 
fest unto all.” pee 
Wed.—Service (Rom. 16: 1). ! Lord sai 
“If any man serve me, the Fathé 
honor.” i 
Thurs.—Fellowship (Col. 3: i6). . Friendship 
made by believing young. people frequent 
last through life: th n@ of union 
- Christ is the stronges is, 
Fri.—Responsibility (Rom. i 7h 12). W 
are not our own. We e been boug! 
with a price, And t6 Him wlio has 
deemed us we must ont day account. 














































Sat.—Secial Life (John @: 1%). Pau) ong Bani 
wrote, “Let not your good be evil spoke ness 
of.” conc 

remé 
O ONE doubts, who has ever traced Jot 
N 


the activities of the right sort of 
young people’s society over a few sho 
months or years, that it has been wortl 
while. It may not have gathered a larg 
number to its services; but out of it may 
have gone one missionary, One Christian 
worker—some one who has learned 
while with other young people to know 
Christ better and to hear his call. 
perhaps it- has not ‘sent forth any 
“leaders” at“all, but has given to the 
world .a group. of. devoted Christia 
home-makers and Christian citizens 
That society has been worth while. 
It “is easy to look about and say, “Oh, 
this society isn’t doing any good! -Hardly 
anybody comes.” But results do not ab 
ways appear upon the surface, and it 
has sometimes been that in socictie 
which seemed hopeless lives have bees 
made new in Christ and have carried the 
message -to. the erids of the earth. No 
matter. how struggling a society may be, 
if it stands by the old’ Book and its 
Christ, it is bound to be worth while 
But what is the chief value of a young 
people’s society? Without doubt it 
this: It actually proves in the hearts 
+ of youth, and to the minds of men and 
women, that the everlasting Gospel of 
reconciliation has ndét lost its power to 
attract. It will still transform and build 
life. It will ‘still take young lives mag- 
nificently yielded to him and will radiate 
from them influences and messages that 
will change other lives. From coast to 
coast the Story is the same: the young 
people’s societies that stand by this Gos- 
pel of redemption and victory are the 
strong societies. Those that let the ever 
lasting Gospel go are the weak - ones 
‘The chief value of the society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor is’ that it yearly brings 
living trophies to the power of the Gos 
pel to attract strong and active youth. 
How has Christian Endeavor helped 
you?—Each one should put the question 
to himself. If he can see no results, he 
should inquire of himself on the basis of 
2 Kings 10: 15, ; 
How does Christian Endeavor trait 
people ?—It wakes us’ up to the 
fact that we ourselves can, as a group of 
young people and singly, engage in real 
Christian activity and work, 
Of what value is Christian Endeavor 
to the Church?—A society can hurt of 
‘ help a°church.: It can hurt if it grows 
up independently of the church, and hel) HiBone co 
if. it is continually pouring into th¢ @ieither 
| church a stream of new life, 
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ffiths As your strength grows 
your appetite grows, too; 
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Fri.—Ephesians § : 15-21. 





funds are in to build this new church. 
At least $20,000 will be required for its 
erection, arid it is hoped that four thou- 
sand people will give a minimum of five 
dollars each. If you will be one of the 
four thousand, will you hot make out 
your check payable to Fleming H. Revell, 
Treasurer, and mail to the American 


for All Things. 


_ What; “For all things”? For sin, and 
sickness, and sorrow, and suffering? Yes, 
even for these in the over-ruling sense 
of Romans 8: 28. For God does not per- 
mit anything, within or without, past or 
present or future, to come into or to 


For Family Worship 
By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





pation. 2 you begin to eat heartily — F _— ee Some Rely BBte Reet lao touch .his . penitently-hearted, fully-| Mission to Lepers, Inc., 156 Fifth Ave- 
45: 1a, sty health improves. = issued by the International yielded, blood-cleansed child except for} nue, New York? 

Our Com. your bodily oP Sunday School Ltsson Committee. is present and eternal good. Wherefore, 

d it? Gen, rejoice! 


Thanksgiving Prayer 
abez Galloway, one of our 


3 ye 
“family,” says: “Most of us are be- 
hind on.gratitude to God. It is so easy 


Praise SuGcesTions: Praise God that, 
according to the statement of Dr. W. B. 
Riley, over four hundred and fifty Fun- 
damentals Conferences were held last 
year throughout America, Praise God 
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Decision 


qualities, helps build 
up the general 


to.forget to say, “Thank you, Father,’ 
and to overlook. the fact that thanksgiv- 
ing is the balance wheel of prayer. There 


for this great Church-steadying: move- 
ment; also for the. Victorious Life Tes- 
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timony, the. American Sunday School 
Union, the Pocket Testament League, 
and all similar societies. 
Sat.—Matthew 26 : 26-30. Our Lord’s Example. 
What Jesus commanded -he himself 
practised. Indeed, on one occasion he 
was. recognized, not so much by what he 
said, but by what he did (Luke 24: 30, 


ought not to be more asking than prais- 
ing if our prayer life is properly bal- 
anced. The Bible rule.is, ‘In everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
: a (Phil 4:6). 

“The sacrifice of Praise and Thanks- 
giving is the gilt-edged evidence of a 
prevailing faith. If we cannot praise 


strength of the body. 
Take Scott’s Emul- 
sion, watch it help 
make your strength grow! 
“Be dill Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield v.J. 22-52 
eceeetm 0s acest: 


elf wholly 
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and sing before the answer arrives, we 
are, probably, in for a lot of waiting. 
Multitudes of God’s children have yet 
to learn the value of praise and thanks- 
giving.” (See “Praise Suggestions” be- 
low.) , 
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31). Does our quiet giving of thanks, 
or perhaps some other quiet Christian 
‘practise, perchance in some. public place, 
ever identify us as a disciple of Christ? 

Praise Suacestions: Praise Ged for 
every uncompromising religious publica- 
tion, Praise him for our own paper, The 
Sunday School Times; also for _the 


12). 

: Mon.—Luke 17 : 11-19. Moody Bible Institui Monthly, th 
in bougl ooay Ss e- Mo y, e 
> has The Grace of Gratitude. King’s Business, the Evangelical Chris- 
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There were ten needy men, ten pray- 
ing men, ten’ prayer-answered men, but 
only one praising man, Is this a minia~ 
ture picture of the needy, praying, pray- 
er-answered, but non-praising body of 
believers in the world to-day? And°is 
God as grieved as Jesus evidently was? 


ing”? If so, make humble confession 
and. begin a: once a new life of mingled 


tian, Serving-and-Waiting, the Wonder- 
ful Word, the Je®&ish Missionary Maga- 
sine, and dozens of other papers equally 
outspoken, 
Sun.—Psalm 163 : 13-22. 

“The Lovingkindness of Jehovah.” 


doubts may arise. What of the chil 
fessedly “born of God’’?, 


pro- 
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thing as an habitually praising heart? Is 
it not not only “a good thing,” but also 
my duty, “to give thanks unto the Lord”? 

PratsE Succestions:. Praise God for 
his Word, for the gift of_his Son, for 
the sacrifice of Calvary,-for the descent 
of: the Spirit, for the Church, and for 
every means of grace; for the sanctuary, 
for prayer, for the communion of saints, 


even the little home circle. Why is this? 


Is it ingratitude? Or thoughtlessness? 


others of “all his benefits.” “Praise YE 
THE Lorp,” 
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To Build a Leper Church 


HE Federal government recently 
purchased the Louisiana State Leper 
Home. It is now “Hospital Sixty-six” 
under the care of the American Mission 


merly pastor of the Anacostia, D. C., 


































WEYMOUTH’S MODERN SPEECH TESTAMENT 
THE BEST MODERN TRANSLATION 

$4 Beacon St. Circular on Request 
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BIBLE EXTENSION COURSES 
Use spare time. Hest books. Finest Courses. Hundreds 
studying. Enroll.now. For catalog, write Prof. C. J. 
BURT N, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 
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Timely Forecast of the 


Famous F ebruary Furniture Sale 


at Wanamaker’ s, Philadelphia 


The task before ° us was to make this a greater sale than any we have ever held, 
greater, that is, in everything that can be of benefit to our customers. 


To that end we have made wonderful ‘preparations, we have. left nothing undone: 


In the first place, we have the goods. 


- You might let your mind dwell upon that statement, remembering what it must mean 
for Wanamaker’s to -have in the store, in the warehouse and on the way a stock of 
furniture large enough, beautiful enough, desirable: endugh to make such a sale as no 
store in the world has ever been in a position to hold. 


The whole regular Wanamaker stock Sf furniture, <gesevilly-comensd isctiaitigibe 


ond finest at retail in the world, will be offered at reduced prices. 


Picture to yourself the unparalleled field: of selection which this opens up to every: 


homekeeper, and then think of. this wonderful assortment enormously reinforced by new 
special purchases to the. value. of hundreds of thousands of ‘dollars. 


.What-an oppertanity for farnishers all over the country! “4 


Por this sale -ig-'2- national ‘institution, the circle of its service . having. widened: ead 


widened unt ‘# “has“expanded away beyond state limits and become practically nation-wide 
in its outreach. 


In a sense. it is of world-wide note, because furniture has gone from it mto several 
foreign countries, specifically Great Britain and Japan. 


Such.a sale must be of tremendous advantage to the American home. 


To write. of it without seeming to exaggerate is not easy; but after all, there is’ no 
gainsaying. the proof afforded by the goods. 


They will be ready for everybody to see on 


Monday, January 29, the First of 
Three Days of Advance Selection 


This will enable everybody to see the displays complete, undisturbed, and in all the 


~ fullness of their beauty. 


And it will:pay everybody who needs furniture, or is likely to need some before long, to 
keep that first selection day, January 29, well in mind, and to be on the spot in good ‘time. 


JOHN WANAMAKER PHILADELPHIA 
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